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The Relationship between Household Attributes and Employment Status
for Foreign Residents in Japan - An Empirical Study Using Microdata

from the Population Census

ITO Shinsuke

Abstract

The ongoing ageing of Japan’s society is predicted to result in a decrease in total
population, which is expected to result in a decline in working age population and
especially young workers. This trend is expected to have significant societal and
economic implications for Japan, particularly when it comes to labour supply and labour
demand. To respond to the changes in the labour market, the Japanese government is
considering an increase in the number of foreign workers. This paper examines recent
movements of foreign labour based on published statistical data and conducts an
empirical analysis of the relationship between working behavior of foreign residents and
their household attributes based on microdata from the “Population Census” in the 2010.

The results of this paper show differences in the characteristics of foreign workers
based on their nationality when controlled for such attributes as age, education
attainment, length of residency in Japan and household type. In addition, the results of
empirical research using individual data from the Population Census show a
heterogeneity in employment status, choice of occupation and labour mobility. These
results indicate that work-related behaviors and choice of occupation among foreign
residents potentially differs based on their socio-economic situation and household

attributes.

Keywords : Foreign Labour Force, Population Census, Nationality, Household Type,
Choice of Occupation, Labour Mobility
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