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The Effect of Sample Size Expansion on the Labour Force Survey
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The sample size of the Labour Force Survey was expanded from October 1982 to January 1983 in order to
represent the results of the survey by region. At the time, expanding the sample size seemed to have created
significant changes, as the number of unemployed persons increased and the unemployment rate rose. In this paper,
we used an experiment to determine whether the expansion of the sample size affected the survey results, and to
reexamine the factors that caused the changes in the survey results.

Results show that it is reasonable to interpret that the changes in the survey results were not caused by the
expansion of the sample size or any other specific factors, but rather because a large number of unemployed persons
was captured by the variation in the sample from January to May 1983, immediately after the sample size was

expanded, in a situation where the number of unemployed persons was actually increasing.
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HxEt 100. 00 51.56 0.70 8.24 1.05 1.47 9.33 17.15 10. 04
128 E:] 100. 00 74.29 0.87 0.58 1.48 1.92 10. 47 0.23 9.68
= 100. 00 30.07 0.55 15. 47 0.65 1.04 8.25 33.14 10. 38
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78 384, 042 376, 670 354, 762 390, 616 376, 523
8 A 378, 434 384, 627 418, 850 470, 063 412, 994
9A” 427, 297 391, 177 393, 901 422, 180 408, 639
108 424, 094 367, 976 405, 838 354, 562 388, 117
118 396, 716 371, 860 409, 838 382, 929 390, 336
121 419, 816 352, 961 402 574 370, 300 386, 412
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57148 159, 365 163, 559 161, 462
2A 159, 606 165, 783 162, 695
3A 152,192 174,526 163, 359
47 164, 460 167, 530 165, 995
5A 158, 956 176, 040 167, 498
6 A 174, 700 174, 896 174, 798
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84 168, 529 170, 083 169, 306
9”4 181, 121 173, 138 177,129
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2A 204, 210 185, 743 194, 977
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48 186, 943 203, 008 194, 975
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6 3 193, 149 184, 799 188, 974
74 187, 319 189, 203 188, 261
8 A 204, 724 208, 270 206, 497
9A/ 205, 502 203, 137 204, 319
1082 195, 876 192, 242 194, 059
118 192, 070 198, 265 195, 168
128 186, 921 199, 492 193, 206
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