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The Situation of the Consumer Purchase Activities Before and After the Consumer Consumption
Tax Hike Observed from the Results of the Family Income and Expenditure Survey
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Associated with the hike of the consumption tax from 5 percent to 8 percent in April 2014, the whole consumption
expenditures in March, just before the hike increased by 7.2 percent in real terms from a year earlier mainly owed to
rush-demand, observed from the results of the Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES). On the other hand,
Starting from April, expenditures decreased mainly caused by the rebound following after the rush-demand, by 4.6
percent in April and by 8.0 percent in May in real terms over year earlier.

Compared with the previous situation in 1997 when the consumption tax was raised from 3 percent to 5 percent ,
the higher increase and the deeper decrease of the expenditure were observed before and after its hike in 2014.

Analyzing the situation of these increases and decreases of the consumption expenditures by rush-demand and its
following rebound, the difference between the present time and the past can be found looking over the results by age
group of the household head, by employment status of the household head, and by further analysis on the day by day
expenditures. The situation of the rush-demand and its rebound is reported as the result.

Key words: the Family Income and Expenditure Survey, Consumption Tax, Consume Purchase Activity, Rush Demand
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