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Summary

1. The Japan Standard Occupational Classification (JSOC) has been established by
classifying occupations according to the similarities between jobs undertaken by
individuals and arranging them systematically, in order to express the official statistics for

each individual occupation.

2. The JSOC repeated a revision sequentially since established in March; 1960, but,
with the revision of the Statistics Act, it was set as the statistical standards to be based on
laws and ordinances for the first time at this time.

The current JSOC is one of the statistical standards newly established with legal
positioning, but the contents were largely revised from the fourth edition (former
classification) in December; 1997 and are equivalent to the fifth revision when they sum

it up.

3. Inrevising the JSOC, the following standpoints were taken into consideration:

a. Standpoint of independence from the industrial classification and commodity
classification

b. Response to changes in socioeconomic circumstances

c. Enhancement of comparability with the International Standard Classification of

Occupation (ISCO)

In making revisions at this time, the items have been determined in consideration of "a.
Standpoint of independence from the industrial classification or commodity classification"
with regard to the classification of workers and engineers engaged in manufacturing
process work.

In the former classification, occupations have been set up for each product created as a
result of industrial or manufacturing activity in which the relevant individual is engaged.
This is due to the fact that the mark of the segment of occupations was mainly considered
to be the content of technologies and knowledge required to develop and manufacture
industries and products, and the segments of industries and products were considered to
correspond to the segment of occupations. However, along with industrial evolution,
technologies became more advanced and specialized, and manufacturing processes became
more complicated and divided by the types of jobs, with even the same product requiring
segmentalized technical fields, and the manufacturing process being specialized into
multiple steps. As a result, the homogeneity of individual occupations became lost with
focus on the standpoint regarding technologies and knowledge needed for manufacture
products (considered the mark of the segment of occupations until then); therefore, a

classification system based on a new standpoint had to be established.
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4. This report will introduce about the summary of this revision that was made in
2009, 12 years after thelatest and a way of thinking that became the background based

on knowledge.
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