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CHAPTER 3

SECONDARY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

3.1 CONCEPT OF SECONDARY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

According to GPCC 2008 and CIPS 2013, the question of ‘Secondary economic activity’ (which is
an economic activity done as secondary activity by individuals) was asked to every person whatever
main activity he/she had. This question was introduced for the first time in GPCC 2008 and
continued in CIPS 2013. The question intends to ascertain whether each person has a second job or
an economic activity as ‘Secondary economic activity’ which gives him/her additional income in
cash or in kind during the one year preceding the census/survey date.

The activity called ‘Secondary economic activity’ refers to a secondary or additional job for those
who are mainly employed in the reference period of one year. For those who are mainly
economically inactive (e.g. homemakers, students, etc.) or unemployed in the reference period, it
refers to their marginal economic activity during the one year period. For example, a person whose
main activity last year was farming might have worked as a construction worker some time. In this
case, his/her ‘Secondary economic activity’ is classified as a construction worker. A youth who was
studying at school might have worked as a security guard at night and got paid. Then, his/her
‘Secondary economic activity’ is a security guard.

3.2 POPULATION ENGAGED IN SECONDARY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

Table 3.1 indicates that 37.9% of the population aged 15 and over in Cambodia have a ‘Secondary
economic activity’ besides their main activity. By employment status, 42.4 % of employed persons
have a ‘Secondary economic activity’; 39.3% of unemployed persons who have an experience of
employment before, and 20.6% of economically inactive persons have a ‘Secondary economic
activity’.

By age, the age group with the lowest proportion of employed persons having a ‘Secondary
economic activity’ is that of the youngest 15-19 age group. The proportion rises as age goes up till
the 35-39 age group, and then declines. For unemployed persons, a similar pattern appears, but the
peak comes a little earlier: at the 30-34 age group.

As for the economically inactive population, the highest functional category having a ‘Secondary
economic activity’ is students (26.9%), followed by homemakers (19.5%). For these two categories,
the youngest 15-19 age group has the highest proportion of having a 'Secondary economic activity'.
For dependents and rent receivers/retired, the highest proportion is found at the 20-24 age group.

Gender differences in the proportion of having a ‘Secondary economic activity’ are small as a whole.
To be exact, the proportion of males having a ‘Secondary economic activity’ is higher than that of
females among employed persons, unemployed persons and economically inactive persons in 2013.
But, we see different observations for 2008, which indicates either instability in such economic
indicators, or males’ more participation in economic activities in recent years, or both. See Figure
3.1.
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Table 3.1 Rate of Persons Aged S Years and over Having 'Secondary Economic Activity'*
by Main Activity, Age Group and Sex, 2013

Main Activity
Age group Unemployed Economically Rent
Total* | Employed | (Employed Inactive |Home Maker| Student |Dependent| Receiver | Other
ever before) | Retired
Total (Aged 5 +) 316 423 393 14.3 19.5 16.2 5.1 8.3 10.0
Total (Aged 15 +) 379 42.4 393 20.6 195 26.9 79 8.3 101
15-19 324 384 364 27.8 324 28.2 15.7 9.7 39.6
20-24 36.0 39.1 40.0 239 22.7 244 216 482 529
25-29 40.0 421 359 18.8 19.3 18.7 17.9 17.3 0.0
30-34 425 43.8 55.1 20.3 211 141 219 0.0 0.0
35-39 450 464 417 225 234 18.3 17.0 0.0 0.0
40-44 439 454 334 21.0 229 20.2 0.0 21.0 0.0
45-49 446 46.3 48.6 174 194 131 6.1 0.0 335
50-54 418 439 391 18.7 21.2 0.0 8.9 17.8 0.0
55-59 373 412 309 115 135 0.0 7.3 9.1 2.7
60-64 329 389 16.5 115 14.6 0.0 6.3 13.3 100.0
65-69 296 38.3 511 11.2 20.3 114 49 8.9 16.0
70-74 17.9 35.2 10.6 45 45 0.0 44 53 0.0
75 and over 1.7 336 0.5 38 70 0.0 30 5.1 0.0
Male
Total (Aged 5 +) 335 443 439 14.8 218 17.0 5.3 119 10.3
Total (Aged 15 +) 40.8 44.3 43.5 23.7 21.6 279 9.3 119 104
15-19 336 417 355 282 344 288 16.3 0.0 554
20-24 383 414 36.0 26.5 341 26.9 203 0.0 0.0
25-29 431 443 440 215 272 209 20.0 0.0 0.0
30-34 458 46.1 64.5 115 14.2 144 6.7 0.0 0.0
35-39 483 486 382 264 399 0.0 325 0.0 0.0
40-44 470 472 418 26.7 39.8 0.0 0.0 933 0.0
45-49 46.5 46.9 63.2 7.6 79 0.0 91 0.0 0.0
50-54 445 451 325 1.7 16.6 0.0 0.0 343 0.0
55-59 412 430 398 95 50 0.0 24 18.0 46
60-64 38.1 416 15.1 9.9 14.3 0.0 0.0 18.9 0.0
65-69 338 386 90.5 11.8 345 0.0 0.0 8.8 513
70-74 220 335 6.7 64 71 0.0 47 94 0.0
75 and over 15.5 321 14 55 5.0 0.0 54 7.2 0.0
Female

Total (Aged 5 +) 29.9 404 355 138 192 152 50 62 99
Total (Aged 15 +) 35.2 40.4 359 18.5 19.2 25.6 71 6.2 9.9
15-19 31.0 354 373 27.2 318 2715 15.0 10.0 328
20-24 337 36.8 424 21.2 211 20.3 231 100.0 80.1
25-29 37.0 39.8 276 176 18.6 15.2 15.6 173 0.0
30-34 394 414 47.2 214 213 13.7 324 0.0 0.0
35-39 419 440 445 22.2 22.9 306 7.6 0.0 0.0
40-44 412 436 26.1 20.6 22.3 349 0.0 25 0.0
45-49 428 457 373 184 198 16.6 3.9 0.0 100.0
50-54 396 42.8 447 194 214 0.0 10.8 14.2 0.0
55-59 347 399 25.7 119 142 0.0 8.8 19 0.0
60-64 294 36.6 17.2 119 147 0.0 8.1 10.2 100.0
65-69 26.6 38.0 378 1141 176 114 6.6 8.9 0.0
70-74 151 371 12.7 3.7 3.8 0.0 42 2.2 0.0
75 and over 9.2 355 0.0 29 7.8 0.0 19 3.6 0.0

* Rate of Having Secondary Economic Activity for a given main activity status and age group, expressed in percentage, is the proportion of the persons having
secondary economic actvity to the total number of persons having the corresponding main activity status and age group.
** Excluding 'Unemployed (Employed never before)' persons
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Figure 3.1 Rate of Persons Aged 15 Years and over Having ‘Secondary Economic Activity
by Main Activity, Sex, and Age Group, 2008 and 2013
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Figure 3.2 Rate of Persons Aged 15 Years and over Having ‘Secondary Economic Activity
by Main Activity, and Age Group: Urban/Rural, 2008 and 2013
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Table 3.2 Rate of Persons Aged S Years and over Having 'Secondary Economic Activity'*
by Main Activity, and Age Group: Urban/Rural, 2013

Main Activity
Unemployed E ) Rent
conomically
Age group Total** Employed | (Employed Inactive |HomeMaker| Student | Dependent | Receiver Other
ever before) | Retired

Urban
Total (Aged 5 +) 9.3 12.2 125 5.5 5.1 6.1 34 3.2 145
Total (Aged 15 +) 10.8 12.2 12.6 75 5.0 10.3 42 3.2 145
15-19 114 131 15 109 147 10.7 114 0.0 46.6
20-24 10.6 10.7 174 10.2 7.7 10.7 84 0.0 66.7
25-29 9.3 10.2 05 53 35 6.8 10.8 0.0 0.0
30-34 115 12.0 220 741 6.0 9.7 285 0.0 0.0
35-39 114 12.2 0.0 6.1 53 0.0 38.0 0.0 0.0
40-44 14.2 15.6 18.5 39 41 0.0 0.0 49 0.0
45-49 126 13.9 0.0 39 40 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0
50-54 119 13.2 298 44 44 0.0 0.0 13.3 0.0
55-59 8.9 10.7 0.0 42 29 0.0 25 10.3 0.0
60-64 8.2 11.3 0.0 35 47 0.0 45 04 0.0
65-69 91 12.7 918 53 75 0.0 6.0 3.2 0.0
70-74 47 124 26.8 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.7 0.0
75 and over 34 16.8 0.0 04 0.2 0.0 06 0.0 0.0

Rural
Total (Aged 5 +) 377 49.7 458 171 29.4 19.2 55 131 8.5
Total (Aged 15 +) 45.7 49.8 459 270 295 343 8.9 13.2 8.5
15-19 374 417 408 334 373 344 16.3 10.2 328
20-24 431 450 451 331 318 347 252 88.0 439
25-29 49.6 50.9 46.8 30.2 315 335 208 26.7 0.0
30-34 53.3 54.0 64.2 341 375 28.8 202 0.0 0.0
35-39 55.0 558 50.9 364 394 26.3 9.9 0.0 0.0
40-44 531 53.8 36.3 379 419 26.0 0.0 89.0 0.0
45-49 535 545 544 29.7 339 332 10.3 0.0 0.0
50-54 50.7 519 435 31.0 364 0.0 131 22.7 0.0
55-59 46.5 492 40.0 18.9 23.3 0.0 1.3 6.9 7.2
60-64 40.0 448 19.8 16.9 20.7 0.0 7.3 317 100.0
65-69 348 425 428 14.2 249 143 44 16.8 18.1
70-74 211 389 35 56 58 0.0 53 74 0.0
75 and over 135 36.0 08 46 8.6 0.0 35 76 0.0

* Raye of Having Secondary Economically Active for a given main activity status and age group, expressed in percentage, is the proporton of the persons having secondary
economic activity to the total number of persons having the corresponding main activity status and age group.
** Excluding 'Unemployed (Employed never before)' Persons

There are distinct urban/rural differences in the likelihood of having a ‘Secondary economic activity’
(Table 3.2). For the total employed persons, the proportion in urban areas is very small (12.2%)
compared with that in rural areas (49.8%).

The proportion of persons who are unemployed (employed ever before) or economically inactive in
urban areas having a ‘Secondary economic activity’ is also much lower than that in rural areas

(12.6% vs. 45.9% for unemployed persons, and 7.5% vs. 27.0% for economically inactive persons).

We can see similar observations on the urban/rural differences for 2008.
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Table 3.3 shows differences among regions and provinces. As for regional differences, the proportion
of persons aged 15 and over having a ‘Secondary economic activity’ in Phnom Penh (11.2%) is by
far lower than those in other regions, in which it ranges from 34.4% (Tonle Sap) to 43.9% (Other
Plains). Compared with 2008 figures, Phnom Penh gained 5.8 points from 5.4%, while other regions
lost from a 45.4% — 51.6% range.

As for provincial differences, the proportion of persons who have a ‘Secondary economic activity’ is
the lowest for Phnom Penh (11.2%), followed by Preah Sihanouk (13.7%), Koh Kong (22.4%) and
Preah Vihear (23.3%). In 2008, Pailin, Preah Sihanouk and Koh Kong were the 2nd, 3rd and 4th
lowest. The highest proportion is recorded by Svay Rieng (66.3%), followed by Mondul Kiri
(65.9%), and Takeo (65.7%). Svay Rieng was also the highest in 2008, but we cannot see much
consistency with 2008 figures or rankings with respect to this proportion.

More than 40 % of the employed population have a ‘Secondary economic activity’ in 17 provinces,
and more than 40% of the unemployed population do so in 13 provinces in 2013. As to the
economically inactive population, more than 20% of the population have a ‘Secondary economic
activity’ in 16 provinces.

[
Map 6. Persons Aged 15 and over with 'Secondary Economic Activity'
per 100 Population: Province, 2013

Persons Aged 15 and over with 'Secondary
Economic Activity' per 100 Population
of Cambodia:

Persons Aged 15 and over with 'Secondary
Economic Activity' per 100 Population

by Province:

Min: 10.9 (Phnom Penh)
Max: 66.2 (Svay Rieng)

Mean: 41.0
Thailand

Preah Vihear

Battambang

Legend

National boundary
Provincial boundary

Persons aged 15 and over with
'Secondary Economic Activity' 5
per 100 population by province

l:l Lower than 20.0
[ ] 200-349 0
[ 35.0-49.9
I s0.0-64.9

Preah
- 65.0 or higher

Water

Vietnam

Koh Kong

87



Chapter 3

/
Map 7. Employed Persons Aged 15 and over with 'Secondary Economic
Activity' per 100 Employed Population: Province, 2013
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Map 8. Economically Inactive Persons Aged 15 and over with 'Secondary Economic
Activity' per 100 Economically Inactive Population: Province, 2013
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3.3 SECONDARY ACTIVITY AND MAIN ACTIVITY

When a person was identified as a person having a ‘Secondary economic activity’, the type of his/her
activity was ascertained, and then he/she was classified into 10 categories. In Table 3.4, those 10
categories are further lumped into 8 categories, where, ‘Unpaid crop/livestock farming’ consists of
‘Unpaid crop farming’ and ‘Unpaid livestock farming’, and ‘Paid crop/livestock farming’ consists of
‘Paid crop farming’ and ‘Paid livestock farming’ of the original categories.

Table 3.4 shows the distribution of the population aged 5 years and over by main activity and by
Secondary economic activity for urban/rural areas. Here, 42.3% of the employed population in
Cambodia (aged 5 years and over) has a ‘Secondary economic activity’ in addition to their main
activity.

For them, the most favored secondary activity is ‘Unpaid crop/livestock farming’ (57.4%). In other
words, about 60% of employed persons in Cambodia help family agricultural work with no payment.
The proportion of the employed persons doing ‘Paid crop/livestock farming’ as a ‘Secondary
economic activity’ is 14.4%. Compared with 2008 situations, the proportion for ‘Unpaid
crop/livestock farming’ decreased from 80.4%, while that for ‘Paid crop/livestock farming’ increased
from 6.6%.

The proportion of unemployed persons having a ‘Secondary economic activity’ is 39.3%, slightly
lower than that of employed persons, and that of economically inactive persons is 14.3%, very low
compared with those of economically active persons. It is notable that unemployed persons tend to
work more as paid farming than employed persons when they engage in secondary economic
activities, and that economically inactive persons do not seem interested in paid farming.

On the one hand, there is a distinct urban/rural difference in the likelihood of having a 'Secondary
economic activity'. Rural persons aged 5 years and over are much more likely to have a secondary
economic activity than the urban counterparts (37.7% vs. 9.3%).

On the other hand, the pattern of distribution of persons by secondary economic activity is not very
different between urban and rural areas: ‘Unpaid crop/livestock farming’ is by far the biggest,
followed by ‘Paid crop/livestock farming’ and so on, although 'Unpaid crop/livestock farming'
occupies a little less in urban areas than in rural areas (50.9% vs. 62.8%, respectively).

The proportions for categories of ‘Second economic activity’ other than unpaid and paid
crop/livestock farming are not very different from each other. A notable case would be ‘Trade’,
whose proportion for urban areas is considerably high with 15.4%. This fact is also observed for
2008 (10.0%).

Generally speaking, the relationship between main activity and secondary economic activity is stable
between GPCC 2008 and CIPS 2013.
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