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Review of the Unincorporated Enterprise Survey

Tohru Miyauchi
Takako Mukouyama

In the report of the Statistics Council titled " New Strategies for
Government Statistical Services for the Coming Decade" submitted in
March 1995, a recommendation was made to "review the Unincorporated
Enterprise Survey so as to obtain a beiter view of the effect from the
structural changes in self-employed enterprises on the trade structure, and

" to take appropriate measures within five years including an expansion in

the number of samples and survey items, such as surveys on franchiging of
self-employed businesses and the aging of self-employed business people”.

For this purpose, a study meeting consists of academic experienced
scholars in the relevant areas was organized in January 1999, charged with
a comprehensive review of both the Unincorporated Enterprise Survey and
the Survey of Business condition of Unincorporated Enterprises Survey. The
following aspects of the surveys will eventually be changed:

(i} The Unincorporated Enterprise Survey (monthly) and the Survey of

Business Condition of Unincorporated Enterprises (conducted in March

every year) will be restructured into new surveys using a "trend
questionnaire" (quarterly) for clarifying the development of private
enterprises, and a "structural questionnaire " (annually) for clarifying the
structure of those enterprises.

(il) Distribution and collection of the questionnaire will be quarterly instead
of monthly.

(iil} The survey period for sample businesses will be extended to one year
from half a year.

(iv) The number of establishments covered by each enumerator will be
increased from 2,800 to 3,700 to enhance statistical accuracy,

Surveys using the new method will commence for the “structural

questionnaire” in March 2002 and for the " trend questionnaire” in April
2002,
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