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Labour Force Survey Results in 2008 
 

Employment 
 

According to the Labour Force Survey, the annual average number of employed persons in 2008 
was 63.85 million, a decrease of 270 thousand from the previous year for the first time in five years. 
The number of male employed persons decreased by 240 thousand from the previous year for the 

first time in four years, while the female figure decreased by 30 thousand from the previous year for 
the first time in six years.  
With regard to the number of employed persons by main industry, “Medical, health care and 

welfare”, “Information and communications” and “Services” increased from the previous year, while 
“Manufacturing” and “Construction” declined. 

 

 

Unemployment 
 

The total number of unemployed persons was 2.65 million, an increase of 80 thousand from the 
previous year for the first time in six years. 
The annual average unemployment rate was 4.0%, an increase of 0.1 point from the previous year 

for the first time in six years. 
 

 

Unemployed Persons and Unemployment Rate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statistics Bureau 

News Bulletin 
Japan  6 April 2009

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

4.5

5.0

5.5

6.0

98 99 2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08
1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

4.5

5.0

5.5

6.0
(%)(million persons)

Unemployed Persons

Unemployment Rate

0.00.0


