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Administrative data in the Swiss 
statistical system 
But … 
 

Tra il dire e il fare c’è di mezzo il mare 
 

 
 Political “background” 

 
 MY data vs. OUR data 

 
 New production processes - changes  
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Administrative data in the Swiss 
statistical system 
Fundamental step for a widespread use of administrative data 
in the production of statistics is the definition of framework 
conditions 
 
 implementation of a unique enterprise identifier (UID) by 

agencies  producing data on businesses (public 
administration, company registers, branch registers) 

 
 definition, implementation and use of standardised 

classifications   
 

 harmonised definitions, standardised methods, centralised 
data exchange …     
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Administrative data and business 
statistics data  
Which administrative data do we collect and use? 
 

• Old-Age and Survivors’ Insurance: data on all employees 
and self-employed persons (wages, nationality, sex, age, 
worked period during the year, link to the enterprise …) 

 
• VAT: individual declarations of the enterprises (enterprise, 

VAT amount, VAT rate, turnover, economic activity …) 
 

• Customs declarations: import and export declarations 
(enterprise, products, value, quantity, import/export 
country, country of origin, mode of transportation …) 
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Administrative Sources STATENT 

Statistical Sources, Profiling, Private DBs 

R&D 

Building Statistics Bank Statistics 

Framework Conditions  
(Classifications, Definitions, Codification, Variables, Methods, Data Exchange, Data Validation, Unique Identifiers, Imputations …)  

Agricultural Statistics Health Statistics People / Household / Education 

Sampling  
Frame 

ESPA 

Labour Market 

DLU 

SVOLTA STATEM SPAO 

FTE 
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Wages 
Statistics 

Productivity 

NA 

VAS 
DHU 

Centric data system for BS 

SBR 

UDEMO 

Structure of 
business 
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The use of administrative data: 
advantages and problems (1/2)  
 
Positive sides: 
 

• Less questionnaires -> less burden for enterprises  
• Production of statistical data can be increased    
• Higher coverage (exhaustivity for a part of the data)   
• Easier central data administration  re-use of data 

(produce once - use many times) and link to standard 
metadata  
 

• Cheaper 
 
• … 
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The use of administrative data: 
advantages and problems (2/2)  

All that glitters is not gold: 
 

• administrative data are not produced for statistical use 
 
• comparability and coherence of data not easy 
 
• irregular supply of administrative data 

 
• which schedule for the integration of new / actualised 

administrative data in the production of statistics?     
 

• … 
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Thank you for your 
attention 

claude.macchi@bfs.admin.ch  
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