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Point of Official Statistical System

Organization of the SBJ and SRTI

◆Statistical Surveys Conducted by National Administrative Organs
Statistical surveys request individuals, juridical persons or other organizations to report facts for the purpose of producing 

statistics. Statistical surveys conducted by national administrative organs are divided into two categories: “Fundamental 
Statistical Surveys” conducted to produce “Fundamental Statistics” and otherwise “General Statistical Surveys.”

Statistical surveys conducted by the national administrative organs undergo individual clearance through the Minister for 
Internal Affairs and Communications with a view to reducing the reporting burden by eliminating duplication among statis-
tical surveys.
◆Fundamental Statistics

Among the statistics produced by the administrative organs, especially the important ones are identified as the Fundamen-
tal Statistics and developed systematically. The Fundamental Statistics are defined by the Statistics Act as follows:
○Population Census
○National Accounts (SNA)
○Statistics that are or are to be produced by administrative organs and are designated by the Minister for Internal Affairs 

and Communications as those falling under any of the following:
•Statistics that are particularly important for planning national policies and implementing them
•Statistics that are expected to be widely utilized for decision-making or research activities in the private sector
•Statistics that are required to be produced by international conventions or plans established by international organi-

zations or that are particularly important in view of international comparability
There are total 54 fundamental statistics as of January 2025.
The Fundamental Statistical Survey, of which accuracy is highly demanded and necessary to produce Fundamental 

Statistics, has the special regulations as follows:
●Obligation to report
●Prohibition of impersonating Fundamental Statistical Surveys
●Affairs undertaken by local public entities
◆Confidentiality of Personal Information on Respondents of a Statistical Survey

Persons who are officially engaged in handling of questionnaire information and trustees of statistical surveys have a duty 
that they shall not divulge any confidential information of the respondents that may have come to their knowledge in the 
course of duties. Those who violate the prohibition are sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or a fine of 
up to one million yen.

(as of January 2025)
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