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Japan’s Consumer Prices in 2007

Overview

Japan’s general index of consumer prices
stood at 100.3 in 2007 (2005=100), the same
level as the previous year.

The general index excluding fresh food
stood at 100.1, also kept the same level as
the previous year.

The general index excluding food
(excluding alcoholic beverages) and energy
stood at 99.3, fell 0.3% from the previous

“Fresh fruits” such as “Mandarin
oranges”, “Bananas”, and “Oranges” :
rose.
““Meat” rose due to the feed priceé
hike. j
““Eating out” rose due to the cost of
raw materials hike such as “Fish &
shellfish” and “Meat”. :
The index of energy items such as
“Gasoline” and “Kerosene” rose in the
second half due to the oil price hike.
“Durable goods” such as “TV setsé

phone

year, in the nine years of consecutive
decline. (LCD)” and “Personal computers” fell
due to the technical innovation and
performance upgrade. :
“Mobile telephone charges” fell due to
the introduction of new cell
plans
Figure 1 Consumer Prices: General Index and Change from the Previous Year
2005=100
104
103 General Index |
y
102
x 101 |
[}
e}
=
100

Percentage change

Change from the previous year in %

98

03 04 05 06 07

Table 1 Index and Change from the Previous Year of “General”, “General, excluding fresh food”, and

“General, excluding food(excluding alcoholic beverages) and energy” 2005=100
1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1009 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Index 100.8 | 102.7 | 103.3 | 103.0 | 102.2 | 1015 | 100.6 | 100.3 | 100.3 | 100.0 | 100.3 | 100.3
cenere! Change fron the | o4 | 36| 06| -0.3] -0.7| 07| -0.9| -0.3] 00| 03| 03] 0.0
e | 0 ) ) . ) . . ) . ) . .
General, excluting Index 100.6 | 102.3 | 102.7 | 102.7 | 102.2 | 101.4 | 100.5 | 100.2 | 100.1 | 100.0 | 100.1 | 100.1
fresh food pcr“:v”igfus”y"elrt(';;) 02| 7| 03| 00| -04| 08| 09| 03| 01| 01| 01| 0.0
Ge}{‘oeorda'('execxlcu' d“idng‘g Index 100.3 | 102.9 | 103.6 | 103.5 | 103.1 | 102.2 | 101.3 | 1010 | 100.4 | 100.0 | 99.6 [ 99.3
a'°°h;n'd'°enb:rvgeyrages) e ey 05| 16| 07| 01| 04| 09| 08| 03| 06| 04| 04| -03




(2) The general index

In 2005, the index fell 0.3% mainly due
to a fall in “Durable goods”, in addition to a
fall in “Rice” and “Fresh vegetables”, which
showed a steep rise in the previous year,
and a fall in “Telephone charges”, though
the price of “Petroleum products” rose
continuously. In 2006, although the price
of “Durable goods” and “Mobile telephone
charges” fell, that of “Petroleum products”
rose continuously, in addition to a rise in
“Fresh  vegetables” resulting from
unfavorable weather condition, a rise in
“Recreational services” such as “Package
tours to overseas”, and the effect of a raise
of the cigarettes tax rate. As a result, the
index rose 0.3%.

Figure 1, Figure 2, Table 2

(2) Sub-indices for ten major groups in
2007

As for sub-indices for ten major groups,
“Food” rose 0.3% from the previous year
mainly due to a rise in “Fresh fruits”, “Fuel,
light & water charges” rose 0.8% mainly
due to arise in “Gas”, “Clothes & footwear”
rose 0.6% mainly due to a rise in “Shirts,
sweaters & underwear”, “Medical care”
rose 0.3% due to a rise in “Medical
services”, “Transportation &
communication” rose 0.1% mainly due to a
rise in “Private transportation”,
“Education” rose 0.7% mainly due to a rise
in “School fees”, and *“Miscellaneous”
rose 0.8% mainly due to a rise in
“Cigarettes”.

On the other hand, “Housing” fell 0.2%
due to a fall in “Rent”, “Furniture &
household utensils” fell 1.6% mainly due to
a fall in “Household durables”, and
“Reading & recreation” fell 1.3% mainly
due to a fall in “Recreational durables”.

Table 3
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Table 2 Changes of General Index

Change from

Year General Index the previous
2005=100

year (%)
1996 100.8 0.1
1997 102.7 1.8
1998 103.3 0.6
1999 103.0 -0.3
2000 102.2 -0.7
2001 101.5 -0.7
2002 100.6 -0.9
2003 100.3 -0.3
2004 100.3 0.0
2005 100.0 -0.3
2006 100.3 0.3
2007 100.3 0.0

note : The change from the previous
year are original released rate,
compiled on each base year.

Figure 2 General Index
2005=100

2006

2007

Apr. July Oct.



Table 3 Change from the Previous Year and the Degree of Contribution by Ten Major Groups

Fuel, Furniture Transpor-
) light& |& Clothes |\ vical | tation & | Reading | viscella-
General | Food Housing | \ater household | & care communi- |Education | & .| neous
) footwear ) recreation
charges utensils cation

Change from

the previous | 0.0 0.3 -0.2 0.8 -1.6 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.7 -1.3 0.8
year (%)

Contribution

to annual 0.00 0.08

change

-0.04 ] 0.05 | -0.05| 0.03 | 0.01 [ 0.01 | 0.03 [ -0.14| 0.05

(3) Sub-indices by goods and services
classification in 2007
Goods index kept the same level as the

decrease in “Durable goods”.
Services index rose 0.1% mainly due to
arise in “Public services” resulting from a

rise in “Services related to medical care &
welfare” such as “Medical treatment”.
Figure 3

previous year. Substantial changes are
increases in  “Petroleum  products”
resulting from the oil price hike, “Fresh
agricultural & aquatic products”, and a

Figure 3 Changes of Goods and Services
()

Services
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