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1. Purposes of survey information in SBR
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• Survey frame documentation

• Survey workflow assistance

• Infrastructure for data combination

• Infrastructure for burden management

• Input for register maintenance



2. German SBR in the 1990s
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3. New German SBR 2014
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NEW: Separate survey register for survey related characteristics
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Separate survey register for survey information
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Screenshot: Survey participation
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4. New German SBR 2015

©  Federal Statistical Office of Germany | E101 Business Register

Legal Unit

Core Register

Local Unit

Survey Register

Survey 

Survey 
participation

SubUnit

NEW: Survey-specific SubUnits in the survey register



Survey-specific SubUnits in the survey register
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Screenshot: Survey specific SubUnits
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5. Conclusion - for discussion
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• Documentation of survey participation is a crucial feature
of a Statistical Business Register (SBR)

• Survey participation involves the survey departments as
users and as producers of the SBR

• Information from surveys are valuable input for the general
SBR maintenance

• SBR should offer incentives for the survey departments to
engage in SBR maintenance

• Survey information in the SBR should help to distinguish
the different roles of units in the SBR: reporting units -
observation units - statistical units
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