
Chapter V International Cooperation in Statistics 
 
 
1. International cooperation 
 
(1) Bilateral cooperation 
 

The Bureau has been promoting exchanges of statistical missions with China every year 
since 1980. This annual exchange program has greatly boosted technical cooperation in 
statistical activities between the two countries, for example, on the enumeration system and 
methodology for China’s 1982 Population Census. A similar annual exchange program with 
Korea commenced in 1982. In both cases, each country sends a group of statisticians to visit the 
statistical office of the other. 

 
With respect to Korea, a total of 10 division director level officers of the Korean National 

Statistical Office had been dispatched and stationed at the Bureau with terms of two years since 
1989 until 2011. Mutual understanding and friendship between the two national statistical 
offices progressed significantly as a result of this program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 

In January 2014, the Bureau strengthened cooperative relationship with the General 
Statistics Office (GSO) of Vietnam by signing the Memorandum of Cooperation. The Bureau 
has been cooperating with the GSO in the area of statistics and other related fields of mutual 
interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Bureau and the GSO 
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Lecturer at the Statistical Training of the SIAP Statistical Experts to 
the National Institute of Statistics of Cambodia 

(2) Receiving visitors from abroad 
 

Japan welcomes overseas statistical missions visiting Japan for specific purposes, and 
provides them with information and data as requested.  

 
Moreover, the Bureau receives more than 100 international visitors every year, and 

exchanges information and views on the statistical system, as well as the methods and the 
technologies involved in censuses and statistical surveys including the Population Census, the 
Retail Price Survey, the Labour Force Survey and the CPI. Trainees at the Statistical Institute for 
Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) occasionally visit the Bureau to observe various statistical activities. 

 
 

(3) Technical cooperation 
 

The Bureau sends statistical experts to other countries for extended periods on a request 
basis for technical cooperation, for example, for a country’s Population Census. In most cases, 
the experts are dispatched as part of international cooperation programs of the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA). Experts have been sent to Mexico, Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, Argentina, Myanmar, and Cambodia, in approximate chronological 
order. The Bureau also accepts trainees from other countries participating in JICA programs.  

 
In addition, the Bureau dispatches lecturers to the SIAP, and they give lectures on the 

methodologies of surveys and analyzing survey results and so on. 
    
                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2. Activities related to international statistical conferences 
 
(1) Participation in international statistical conferences 
 

The Bureau dispatches experts to international conferences, seminars, etc. organized by the 
United Nations (UN), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), and other groups on the 
Population Censuses, the CPI, the Labour Force Surveys, and the Business Registers, etc., thus 
contributing to the development of international statistics. 

 
The Director-General of the Bureau is an Ex-officio Member of the International Statistical 

Institute (ISI), and a number of current and former staff members of the Bureau have been 
registered as selected individual members, acknowledging that the Bureau pays careful attention 
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The 27th Population Census Conference 

The 13th East Asian Statistical Conference 

to ISI matters. The Bureau has participated in the assembly session of the ISI, which is held 
every two years. 
 
(2) Hosting international statistical conferences 
 

The Bureau occasionally hosts international statistical conferences. Since 1980, the Bureau 
has hosted the East Asian Statistical Conference, mostly in Japan, at intervals of two or three 
years. The conferences facilitate exchanges of information and views, and improving official 
statistics and statistical administration in the region. The member countries are Brunei, 
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, and Japan. The latest conference (the 13th) was held in Tokyo in 
November 2012, and was attended by 31 statisticians from 18 countries and international 
organizations, etc.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also the Bureau promotes exchanging of information and views from an international 

perspective by hosting international symposiums and expert meetings. 
In November 2014, the Bureau hosted the 27th Population Census Conference in Tokyo, 

Japan, sponsored by the Association of National Census and Statistics Directors of America, 
Asia and the Pacific (ANCSDAAP), in collaboration with Statistics Korea (KOSTAT). The 
theme of the conference was "Evaluation on 2010 Round Census and Planning for Next Round 
Census", and around 60 participants from 22 countries and international organizations, etc. 
attended the conference. 
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3. Provision and exchange of statistical information 
 

The Bureau issues the “News Bulletin” in text-format e-mails to communicate news on the 
statistical activities of the Bureau such as summaries of statistics lately released, conferences, 
and technical cooperation projects.  The Bureau also publishes various census and survey reports, 
and distributes these to other countries and international organizations.  

 
Moreover, the Bureau has set up and is making improvements to its English Internet website 

(http://www.stat.go.jp/english/index.htm) to provide statistical data and information retrieval 
services. Users can access statistical organizations within and outside Japan through the link.  

 
The Bureau also responds actively to requests for statistical information submitted by the 

governments of other countries and users. It received about 120 requests, mainly by e-mail, in 
2014. 
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Chapter VI Director-General for Policy Planning 
 
1. Organization and functions of the Office of the Director-General for 

Policy Planning 
 
The statistical system of the Japanese government is decentralized, in that, while the 

Bureau conducts fundamental censuses and statistical surveys, other relevant ministries 
produce statistics for their own policy purposes. Under this decentralized system it is generally 
difficult to maintain consistency in statistical activities among different ministries, and to avoid 
duplication in the compilation of statistics. Therefore, the Director-General for Policy Planning 
is responsible for coordinating the statistical activities of different ministries.  

 
The responsibilities of the Director-General for Policy Planning are stipulated in the Law 

to Establish the MIC and the Cabinet Order on the Organization of the MIC. Under Article 14 
of the Cabinet Order, the responsibilities of the Director-General for Policy Planning are 
defined as follows:  
  
(a) To plan fundamental matters for improving and developing statistics and the statistical 

system, 
(b) To examine statistical survey plans for approval, establish a system of statistical standards, 

and coordinate statistical affairs, 
(c) To plan training programs and administer qualifying examinations for statistical officials, 
(d) To coordinate international statistical affairs, and 
(e) To develop and improve statistics, with the exception of those handled by the Bureau and 

other ministries. 
 

The Director for Statistical Planning, three Directors for Statistical Clearance, and the 
Director for International Statistical Affairs work under the Director-General for Policy 
Planning.  
 

Organization of the Office of the Director-General  
for Policy Planning (Statistical Standards) 
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The responsibilities of the Directors are stipulated under Article 120 of the Cabinet Order 
on the Organization of the MIC. 

 
(1) Director for Statistical Planning 

 
The Director for Statistical Planning is in charge of the government-wide coordination of 

statistical activities, based on the Statistics Act. Duties include fundamental planning related to 
improving and developing statistics and the statistical system, planning statistical training 
programs and qualifying examinations for statistical personnel, and managing and funding 
statistical personnel at local governments. 
 
(2) Directors for Statistical Clearance 
 

The respective duties of the three Directors for Statistical Clearance are as follows: 
 

(a) Examining, clearing, and coordinating statistical surveys pertaining to mining and 
manufacturing, construction, transportation, communications, enterprises, labour, 
finance, family income and expenditure, housing, etc. 

(b) Examining, clearing, and coordinating statistical surveys pertaining to population, 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries, social welfare, culture, education, etc. 

(c) Coordinating the compilation of national Input-Output tables and the establishment of 
statistical classifications such as the Japan Standard Industrial Classification, etc. 

 
(3) Director for International Statistical Affairs 
 

The Director for International Statistical Affairs is in charge of the government-wide 
coordination of international statistical affairs involving Japan. For example, the Director 
serves as a liaison for exchanges of important statistical information with international 
organizations including the United Nations (UN), the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) as well as the statistical offices of foreign 
governments and the ISI; prepares views and comments for the government of Japan to be 
submitted to international conferences; and participates in the International Comparison 
Program (ICP). The Director also collects and disseminates statistical information obtained 
from other countries. The Director for International Training Cooperation is subordinate to the 
Director for International Statistical Affairs, and cooperates in providing statistical training at 
the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP). 
 
 
2. Statistics Act 

 
The new Statistics Act came into effect in Japan in April 2009. It was thoroughly revised 

and promulgated in May 2007, which was the first time since its enforcement sixty years ago. 
The aim of the Act is to promote systematic and efficient development of official statistics: 
important information to assist the public in making rational decisions, and to ensure the 
usefulness thereof through specifying basic matters concerning the production and provision of 
official statistics, and thereby to contribute to the sound development of the national economy 
and enhancement of the living standards of the citizens. 
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The following is the summary of the new Statistics Act. 
 
 Summary of the Statistics Act 
 
(1) To develop official statistics more systematically 

The Statistics Act covers not only statistics compiled from censuses and statistical 
surveys (survey statistics), but also those compiled from administrative data (statistics 
derived from administrative records) and those processed from other statistics (processed 
statistics). 

 
(a) Master Plan 

The Master Plan shall be established and approved by the Cabinet to develop official 
statistics in a comprehensive and systematic manner. 

 
(b) Fundamental Statistics 

Important statistics, including not only survey statistics such as the Population Census, 
but also processed statistics such as the National Accounts and statistics derived from 
administrative records, compiled by administrative organs, are identified as Fundamental 
Statistics and developed systematically under the Master Plan. 

 
(c) Statistical surveys carried out by administrative organs 

Statistical surveys carried out by administrative organs undergo individual clearance 
through the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications with a view to reducing the 
reporting burden by eliminating duplication among statistical surveys, etc. 

 
(2) To enable more effective use of official statistics 

Regulations are established for the provision of statistics compiled on a tailor-made 
aggregation basis, and for the provision of anonymized data (individual records from 
anonymous respondents) for academic and research purposes. 

 
(3) To strengthen confidentiality protection 
 
(a) Penalties are strengthened for those who use/provide information collected through 

censuses and statistical surveys for purposes other than compiling statistics and who 
violate confidentiality clauses. 

 
(b) A regulation is set out so that the same penalties are applied to private contractors to keep 

pace with increased outsourcing. 
 
(c) It is prohibited to obtain information by misleading indications or explanations for a 

disguised fundamental census or statistical survey. Violators may be fined one million 
yen or imprisoned for two years or less.  

 
(4) To establish the Statistics Commission 

The Statistics Commission is set up in the Cabinet Office as a technical and neutral 
organization for research and deliberation, which consists of up to 13 learned and 
experienced experts. The Commission is charged with researching and deliberating 
important matters related to developing official statistics systematically in order to discuss 
the Master Plan and fundamental Statistical surveys, and give advice to the ministers 
concerned. 
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3. Overview of Master Plan Concerning the Development of Official 
Statistics  

 
Based on Article 4 of the Statistics Act (Act No. 53 in 2007), The Master Plan Concerning 

the Development of Official Statistics was established and approved by the Cabinet in March 
2009. The government as a whole propels the Master Plan, building the required promotion 
system such as the “Master Plan Promotion Committee”. 

In March 2014, based on Article 4 of the Statistics Act, in consideration of the changes in 
the socio-economic situation surrounding statistics and based on the evaluation of the effects of 
the measures for the development of official statistics, it was decided to revise the “1st Term 
Master Plan” into “2nd Term Master Plan” beginning in FY2014. 

In the 2nd Term Master Plan, in order to promote systematic development continuing to 
aim at “securing and improving statistical usefulness,” which is also stated as an important 
target in the 1st Term Master Plan, the government as a whole shall promote various measures 
that emphasize the following viewpoints: 
 
1 Securing and improving compatibility between statistics  

In the systematic development of Official Statistics centered on Fundamental Statistics, 
the aim is to secure and improve compatibility between statistics, such as by building a new 
framework for industrially-related economic structure statistics with the Economic Structure 
Statistics as the axis.  

Moreover, improvement in comparability between statistics, such as by arranging 
employment and labor-related terms and definitions, is also aimed at.  

Furthermore, consideration shall be made on how statistics should be newly developed, 
such as adjusting items which should be surveyed commonly in relevant economic-statistics 
surveys, or producing statistics that utilize the common establishment codes of the Business 
Register. 

 
2 Securing and improving international comparability of statistics  

In developing National Accounts, securing and improving international comparability is 
aimed at, such as by corresponding to 2008SNA, which is the international standard adopted 
by the United Nations Statistical Commission from 2008 to 2009.  

Also along with contributing to the consideration of international standards and guidelines 
for various statistics, such as the revision of international standards on employment and 
unemployment at the International Labour Organization (ILO), efforts shall be made to 
produce and provide statistics based on these trends. 
 
3 Adequate responses toward environmental changes in the economy and society  

Efforts shall be made to improve statistics that correspond to economic globalization, such 
as concerning conformity with standards at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for the 
dissemination of economic and financial statistics, as well as on countermeasures against 
global warming and other environmental issues.  

In addition to gender statistics, the production and provision of statistics concerning 
changes in the environment/needs of the economy and society, including the revision of 
existing statistics aimed at improving tables of statistics by region and by age, shall be 
promoted.  

In addition, changes in the economic environment, including the hike in the consumption 
tax rate, shall be dealt with appropriately.  

Also, securing necessary statistical resources (including functional maintenance of the 
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system for conducting statistical surveys, which is the foundation for the production and 
provision of statistics) and increasing people’s understanding shall be promoted. At the same 
time, everyday preparations for disasters shall be strengthened, based on the lessons learned 
from the Great East Japan Earthquake. 

 
4 Promotion of accurate and efficient production of statistics  

Based on the presently severe condition of the administrative and financial situation and 
survey environment, statistics shall be produced and provided efficiently, while securing 
statistical accuracy, such as by utilizing administrative-records information and promoting 
online surveys considering the progress made in information and communication technology 
(ICT).  

Also the utilization of the Business Register and the promotion of accuracy and efficiency 
of the production of statistics shall be developed. At the same time, the reduction of 
respondents’ burden shall be pursued, such as by reducing the overlapping of sampling (i.e. 
preventing a respondent from being selected as a sample in too many surveys) and reducing the 
number of survey items. 

 
5 Promotion of the open statistical data and transparency of the statistical production process  

In addition to improving the quality reports concerning statistics production methods and 
estimation methods, a lot of improvement in the transparency of the statistics production 
process shall be aimed at, such as by considering the introduction of a process assurance.  

Also, the provision of statistical data depending on the type of use shall be considered, 
based on the security level or level of anonymity, such as for the tailor-made tabulation from 
the perspective of easing use conditions.  

Furthermore, regarding the Portal Site of Official Statistics of Japan (e-Stat), measures to 
make statistical data more open shall be further promoted, such as by providing an API 
function and promoting technical research aimed at improving statistics that can be seen on 
maps (statistics GIS), etc. 
 
 
4. Examining plans and budgets for censuses and statistical surveys  
 

Further, to coordinate the statistics and statistical activities of the government as a whole 
based on the Master Plan, the Director-General for Policy Planning examines the specific plans 
for all statistical surveys, and whenever necessary may advise the governmental organizations 
concerned to make improvements to these plans. This examination is carried out in two 
situations: when a detailed plan for conducting a statistical survey is submitted by the 
governmental organization concerned to obtain approval from the Minister, or when budgetary 
requests are submitted for conducting statistical surveys over the next fiscal year. How the 
examination by the Director-General for Policy Planning in both these situations proceeds is 
described in detail below. 
 

Examination when a survey plan is submitted to the Minister for approval  
  

In accordance with the provisions of the Statistics Act, any governmental organization 
intending to conduct a census or survey must submit a plan for the survey to the Minister. The 
plan is then examined by the Director-General for Policy Planning.  

 
To conduct a fundamental statistical survey, the governmental organization planning the 

survey must seek approval from the Minister in advance on the various aspects stipulated by 
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the Act. Such aspects include the purpose of the survey, contents, coverage, date and method, 
tabulation plan, date and format for releasing the results, and estimated cost. In principle, the 
Minister must consult with the Statistics Commission when a judgment is made as to whether 
to give approval or not. 
 
Examination of statistical budgets  
  

When the budget proposals of all the governmental organizations for statistical surveys 
and related activities for the following fiscal year have been submitted to the Ministry of 
Finance, the Director-General for Policy Planning examines them from the viewpoint of 
overall cross-sectional coordination, necessity, and methodological adequacy, and submits its 
conclusions to the Ministry of Finance to support the Ministry as it prepares a draft budget.  

 
 

5. Establishing and improving statistical standards  
  

To ensure the accuracy and objectivity of statistics, and promote comparability and the 
effective use of statistics, four standard statistical classifications have been established in 
Japan. 

 
They are as follows:  

 
(a) The Japan Standard Industrial Classification  

(Established in 1949, with the 13th revision dating back to 2013 now in force)  
(b) The Japan Standard Classification of Occupations 

(Established in 1960, with the 5th revision dating back to 2009 now in force)  
(c) The Japan Standard Commodity Classification  

(Established in 1950, with the 5th revision dating back to 1990 now in force)  
(d) The Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death  

(Established in 1951, with the 5th revision dating back to 2005 now in force) 
 

The Japan Standard Industrial Classification as well as the Japan Standard Classification 
of Occupations are determined after consulting with the Statistics Commission and are 
promulgated by the Minister. The Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death is 
drafted by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, is determined after consulting with the 
Statistics Commission, and is promulgated by the Minister. The Japan Standard Commodity 
Classification is also determined after consulting with the Statistics Commission by the 
Minister. 
 
 
6. Compiling national Input-Output Tables 
 

Input-Output Tables systematically present and clarify all the economic activities being 
performed in a single country, showing how goods and services produced by a certain industry 
in a given year are distributed among the industry itself, other industries, households, etc., and 
presents the results in a matrix (row and column) format. It is generally accepted that 
input-output tables are useful and important for economic and industrial structural analyses, 
and economic projections. Consequently, they are now compiled in more than 80 countries. 

Input-Output Tables for Japan have been compiled basically every five years since 1955 
in a joint program involving governmental organizations. The present members of the joint 
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program are the MIC (coordinator), the Cabinet Office (CAO), the Financial Services Agency 
(FSA), the Ministry of Finance (MOF), the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT), the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW), the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
(METI), the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), and the Ministry 
of Environment (MOE).  

 
The 2005 Input-Output Tables are the latest, the preliminary report was published in 

August 2008, and the final count report was published in March 2009. Linked Input-Output 
Tables are also compiled to allow comparison over time. The 1995-2000-2005 linked 
Input-Output Tables are the most recent, and were published in March 2010.  

 
Currently, the 2011 Input-Output tables are being compiled, and the preliminary report of 

them was released in the end of 2014. 
 
 
7. Managing the local government statistical system  
  

Each prefecture of Japan has its own statistics division, which is responsible for the 
fieldwork associated with large-scale censuses and statistical surveys carried out by the central 
government, such as the Population Census, the Economic Census, and the Census of 
Manufacturers. The statistics divisions of the prefectural governments handle the tasks 
entrusted to them by the Cabinet Office, the MIC, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, the Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry, etc. in an integrated way. The respective ministries supply the 
funds required for the fieldwork of censuses and statistical surveys.  

 
The statistics division in each prefecture has its own personnel exclusively engaged in 

statistical affairs. The number of such personnel assigned to each prefecture is determined by 
the Director-General for Policy Planning in accordance with workload. The total number of 
such statistical personnel in fiscal year 2013 was 1,811. Remuneration of these personnel and 
other associated expenses are subsidized by the Director-General for Policy Planning as the 
Expenses Entrusted to Local Governments for Statistical Survey Affairs, amounting to around 
42.1 billion yen for fiscal year 2013. The number of such personnel in prefectural statistics 
divisions has been reduced in line with a steady movement toward rationalization in the central 
government, and the personnel reduction plans of successive administrations.  

 
For large-scale censuses and statistical surveys, municipalities (cities, towns and villages) 

are involved in fieldwork under the guidance of the prefectural statistics divisions. In almost all  
municipalities, the divisions in charge of general affairs, finance, planning, public relations, 
regional development, commerce and industry, tourism, etc. also engage in statistical work. 
The number of personnel engaged in statistical work in the municipalities totaled 8,068 as of 
April 2013. Of these, only 1,199 were exclusively engaged in statistical work, with the 
remaining 6,869 also being involved in other forms of work. The expenses for maintaining 
statistical personnel in municipalities are covered by grants from the Local Allocation Tax 
System of central government.  
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8. Promoting the public understanding of statistics 
  

The Director-General for Policy Planning carries out activities to deepen the general 
public’s interest in and understanding of the importance of statistics, and to obtain greater 
public cooperation in carrying out government statistical surveys. One such effort has been the 
introduction of Statistics Day, which the government in 1973 decided would be observed on 
October 18.  

  
This date was selected to commemorate the day in 1870 when a Dajokan Fukoku 

(corresponding to a Cabinet Order today) was promulgated concerning the “Table of Products 
by Prefecture,” the first modern statistical table in Japanese history. (This date was September 
24, 1870 in the old lunar calendar, and corresponds to October 18 in the current solar calendar.) 

  
The Cabinet agreed that a variety of events promoting statistical knowledge and 

understanding should be held nationwide on and around Statistics Day every year. Therefore, 
the ministries of the central government, local governments and other related organizations 
present awards to persons who perform meritorious statistical services, hold or sponsor lectures 
and exhibitions, and engage in a variety of other initiatives to mark the occasion. The 
Director-General for Policy Planning produces and displays thousands of posters advertising 
Statistics Day, and supports various events, including statistical conventions. Other major 
events in which the Director-General for Policy Planning is involved are: 
 
(a) Symposium on Official Statistics by Academicians and Practitioners 

Statistical academicians and statistical practitioners (those engaged in producing 
statistics in national and local governments, as well as users of statistics in governmental 
organizations, private companies, and other bodies) gather every year to exchange views on 
issues confronting the field of official statistics, and to promote the development and 
improvement of the official statistical system in Japan. 

(b) The award for meritorious statistical services, presented by the Minister 
This award is presented at the Symposium.  

(c) Display of posters for Statistics Day 
The public has been invited to contribute slogans for these posters since fiscal year 1992, 

 with the best slogan being used on the 90,000 Statistics Day posters displayed nationwide. 
(d) Support for the National Competition of Graphic Statistics 

Excellent work is recognized each year by the Minister’s Special Award at the 
Symposium. 

(e) Publicity through newspapers, publications, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A poster for the 2014 Statistics Day 
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9. Coordinating international statistical affairs with international 
training cooperation 
 

The Director-General for Policy Planning, acting as a liaison officer, is responsible for the 
comprehensive coordination of the international statistical affairs of the entire government and 
cooperation with the United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP).  
 
(1) Activities related to international statistical conferences 

 
The Director-General for Policy Planning performs the coordination in the government 

necessary for international statistical conferences. This is done by compiling the official 
comments of the government extending over the jurisdictions of several ministries for 
international meetings, by being actively involved in the conferences, and hence making 
significant contributions to international statistical activities. The following are the main 
statistical conferences the Director-General for Policy Planning participates in regularly: 

 
(a) United Nations (UN) 

Japan has been one of four member countries in the Asian region of the UN Statistical 
Commission since 1962 (except for the period from 1970 to 1972). The Office of the 
Director-General for Policy Planning (referred to as “the Office” hereinafter), representing 
the Japanese government, contributes to considerations in the sessions of the Statistical 
Commission (held annually). The Office also participates in other UN meetings and 
seminars dealing with inter-ministerial issues such as climate change and financial crises. 

 
(b) United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) 

As a member of UNESCAP, the Office participates in the Commission sessions (held 
annually) and the sessions of the Committee on Statistics (held biennially).  
 

(c) United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)  
The Office participates as an observer in plenary sessions of the Conference of European 
Statisticians of the UNECE (held annually). 
 

(d) Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
As a member of the OECD, the Office participates in the sessions of the Meeting of the 
Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy (held annually). The Office also 
participates in other meetings and seminars related to its interest organized or 
co-organized by the OECD. 

 
(e) International Statistical Institute (ISI) 

The Director-General for Policy Planning is an Ex-officio Member of the ISI. The Office 
participates in biennial ISI sessions and takes on appropriate roles such as the paper 
presenter and chairperson. The Office hosted the ISI 19th session in 1930, the 32nd in 1960, 
and the 46th in 1987. 
As an institutional member of the International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS), 
which is a section of ISI, the Office also participates in conferences and seminars of its 
interest organized by the IAOS. 

 
(2) Participation in international statistical activities 

 
The Director-General for Policy Planning participates in the following international 

statistical activities as the coordinator of the official statistics of Japan. The Office prepares the 
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necessary data and information for these activities with the cooperation of each statistics 
producing organization, and participates in international meetings in connection with the 
activities when requested.  
 
(a) International Comparison Program (ICP) 

The ICP is an international project that was launched in 1969 to make a substantial 
comparison of Gross Domestic Products (GDP) in real terms among various countries in 
the world by calculating the purchasing power parities (PPP) of the currencies of these 
countries. As part of the ICP project, the Joint OECD-Eurostat PPP Program with the 
participation of member countries of OECD and European Union (EU) has been 
implemented since 1980, under the leadership of the Statistics Directorate of the OECD 
and the Statistical Office of the EU (Eurostat). Japan has been taking part in the program 
from the beginning, and the Office acts as the domestic coordinator. The websites relating 
to ICP are as follows: 
 
ICP: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPEXT/Resources/ICP_2011.html 
Joint OECD-Eurostat PPP Program: http://www.oecd.org/std/prices-ppp/ 

 
(b) Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) 

Japan complies with the SDDS, established by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
1996, to ensure the transparency of economic and financial statistics and give early 
warning of possible economic crises. The Office has been assigned as the SDDS 
coordinator’s position in Japan, and has been promoting compliance by the relevant 
organizations with the Standard. In addition, the Office is responsible for providing 
metadata, which is made available through the electronic bulletin board on the IMF 
website (Dissemination Standards Bulletin Board [DSBB]); this website provides the 
latest metadata concerning data dissemination practices in participating countries that 
comply with the Standard. The Office has also set up and maintains a national summary 
data page on a website presenting the latest major data for the 18 data categories 
prescribed by the SDDS. The websites relating to the SDDS are as follows: 
 
IMF/DSBB: http://dsbb.imf.org 
National summary data page: http://www.soumu.go.jp/english/dgpp_ss/nsdp.htm 

 
(3) Providing and exchanging statistical information 
 

The Office, with the cooperation of the concerned statistics producing organizations, 
provides statistical data and information to international organizations and foreign countries 
according to their requirements. Further, the Office produces several English publications 
introducing the statistical activities of Japan for the convenience of foreign countries and 
international organizations.  

 
For the sake of the concerned organizations in Japan, the Office conducts several activities: 

a biannual meeting among government executives to have common knowledge and 
understanding of international statistical issues, a portal site where the Japanese government 
officers can obtain necessary statistical information such as international standards and 
guidelines, and a publication by which the Japanese can become familiar with statistical 
systems of foreign countries. 
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(4)  Cooperation with the United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific 
 

The Government of Japan invited the United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia and the 
Pacific (SIAP: http://www.unsiap.or.jp) to set up in Japan, and has been contributing to 
international cooperation in statistics by supporting the training activities of SIAP for many 
years. 

SIAP was established in Tokyo in 1970 by 20 countries in Asia and the Pacific region 
with the support of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to train government 
statisticians from countries in the region. SIAP was accorded the legal status of a subsidiary 
body of UNESCAP on April 1, 1995.  

 
The expenses of SIAP staff members are funded by cash contributions from the members 

and associate members of UNESCAP. As the host government, Japan extends administrative 
assistance and cooperation, including staff services, building space, computer facilities, 
supplies and equipment to SIAP through the Office of the Director-General for Policy Planning 
in addition to cash contributions. Japan also provides fellowships for major training courses 
conducted at SIAP as part of its technical cooperation program through the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA). The financial contribution of the government of Japan was 
around US$3.11 million for the fiscal year 2013. 

 
In addition, Japan is one of the members of the SIAP Governing Council, which reviews 

the administration and financial status of SIAP and the implementation of its program of work. 
The Director-General for Policy Planning has attended the meeting as the representative of the 
Government of Japan, and made many contributions to the discussions in the Council while 
serving as the Vice-Chairperson of the Council.  

 
The purposes of SIAP are to strengthen, through practically- oriented training for official 

statisticians, the abilities of developing countries to collect, analyze and disseminate statistics, 
as well as produce timely and high-quality statistics for use in economic and social 
development planning. It also aims to assist these developing countries with establishing or 
enhancing their statistical training capabilities and other related activities. For these purposes, 
SIAP conducts the following training courses: 

 
(a) Group Training Course in Improving Capability in Producing Official Statistics Relating to 

MDGs Indicators 
 

This course is the main SIAP training program, and is conducted every year for four 
months for statisticians or government officials with basic knowledge of official statistics 
and with five years of work experience in the National Statistical Organizations (NSO) of 
each country in the UNESCAP region. It provides theoretical and practical training in 
various fields of official statistics, as well as Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
Indicators. This course deals with statistical and survey methods, demographic and social 
statistics, and National Accounts and economic statistics including modern statistical 
practices of the Japanese statistical system. The Government of Japan grants fellowships for 
this course through JICA. 

 
(b) Group Training Course in Production and Statistical Analysis of Monitoring Indicators in 

Support of Inclusive Development Policies 
 

This course is conducted for six weeks for middle level statisticians or government 
officials who are engaged in data collection, analysis and dissemination of information 
relating to social and economic statistics, including MDGs. It provides training in production 
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SIAP Lectures

and analyses of official statistics and indicators from household surveys in support of 
socio-economic disparity analyses. The Government of Japan grants fellowships for this 
course through JICA. 

 
(c) Tokyo Metropolitan Area Course (TMA Course) 

 
This course provides special training on emerging or key issues for middle level or 

senior statistical officials from countries in the Asia-Pacific region. “Workshop on 
Improving the Integration of a Gender Perspective into Official Statistics,” “Workshop on 
Forging Partnerships in Statistical Training in Asia and the Pacific: Making e-Learning 
Work for Us,” and “Regional Training on Using Population Census Data for Planning and 
Decision Making: Thematic Analysis on Youth” have been conducted at SIAP in 2013. 

 
(d) Research-based Training Programme 

 
This course is designed to meet specific needs of participants and their nominating NSOs. 

The course is implemented to enable NSOs to build up research capability of statisticians at 
the country level in the Asia-Pacific region. 
 

(e) Regional or Sub-regional Training Courses, Workshops and Seminars 
 

These courses deal with special statistical topics at the request of individual countries, 
and are of short duration. SIAP requests the cooperation of NSOs and related organizations 
in these undertakings.  

 
(f) In addition, SIAP often conducts Country Courses, based on requests from countries in the 

Asia-Pacific region. SIAP sends lecturers for the courses held in the countries making such 
requests.  
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Chapter VII Statistical Research and Training Institute 
 

1. Organization and Functions of the Statistical Research and Training 
Institute 

 
The Statistical Research and Training Institute aims to promote the development and 

dissemination of statistical knowledge, and to contribute to the development of statistical 
systems in Japan and globally. The Institute has two main functions:  statistical research and 
statistical training. 

 
Organization of the Statistical Research and Training Institute 

 
           The Statistical Research and Training Institute                            Administrative Division 
                                                     

                                             Planning Division 
          
                                                                                                                 Research Office 
                                                 

                                                                                    
 

2. Brief history 
 

The Institute was founded in 1921 as the Statistics Staff Training Institute within the Census 
Office (Kokusei-in). After being suspended from 1943 to 1946, in 1948 it became a permanent 
body attached to the successor agency to the Kokusei-in, the Statistics Bureau of the Prime 
Minister’s Agency. In 1971, the Institute opened its courses to all personnel of national and local 
governments and public corporations, and was renamed the Statistical Training Institute of the 
Statistics Bureau. In the 1984 administrative reforms, the Institute became a subsidiary body of 
the Statistics Center of the Management and Coordination Agency. During the 2001 
administrative reforms when the MIC was established, the Institute was transformed into the 
Statistical Research and Training Institute (by integrating the research and publishing functions 
as well as the library). This was done in order to establish a more systematic connection between 
research and training. In April 2003, the Statistical Research and Training Institute was 
designated an independent educational institution of the MIC. In April 2013, the functions of 
compiling statistical compendia, Statistics Library and Statistics Museum were transferred to the 
Statistics Bureau due to the revision of the Order for the Organization of the MIC. 

 
In March 2014, the Institute moved to Kokubunji City located in the west part of 

Tokyo (in the facility of the Institute for Information and Communications Policy). 
 
 
3. Statistical training 
 

The Institute fulfills the roles of a central statistical training institute as well as a training 
institute specializing in statistics in Japan. It provides various statistical training courses for the 
personnel of national and local governments and government-affiliated organizations with the 
aim of imparting statistical knowledge and skills in duties such as the compilation of statistics, 
statistical analysis, and the use of statistical data.  
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Statistical Training Courses (FY 2014) 
 

Course Name Contents and Major Subjects Term 

Comprehensive Course 
 

Comprehensive Course A comprehensive training course to acquire statistical 
knowledge and theory, and the analytical skills required for 
policy planning and evaluation in various administrative 
fields, as well as building up extensive applied skills 

3 months 

Introduction to Statistics Courses 

Statistical Training Course for Staff 
engaged in Statistical works 

 

A course to gain the basic statistical knowledge and the 
practical knowledge in statistical surveys such as the 
planning and design of statistical surveys 

4 days 

Statistical Training Course for Users A course to learn the basic statistical knowledge, the 
method of reading principal economic indicators and the 
fundamental knowledge for using statistical data 

4 days 

Online 
Learning 

Online Learning 1 

 

A course designed for personnel newly engaged in 
statistical work, to gain the most fundamental statistical 
knowledge and theory through Online Learning by using 
PCs at their offices as well as “Schooling (group training)” 

15 days 

Schooling 2 days 

Online Learning 2 A course designed for personnel with fundamental 

knowledge and theory, to gain analytical knowledge and 

theory, through Online Learning alone 

15 days 

Schooling 1 day 

Basic Statistical Survey Courses 

Basic Statistical Survey Course 1 A course designed for mid-level staff to gain the statistical 
knowledge required for their work, and study the application 
of statistics to solve problems using case studies 

4 days 

Basic Statistical Survey Course 2 A course for personnel with skills in EXCEL worksheet 
functions for statistical calculations to study analytical 
methods and basic knowledge on geographical information 
systems (GIS) 

5 days 

Basic Statistical Survey Course 3 
Economic Projections 

A course to gain practical knowledge and skills in economic 
projections using various economic data 

3 days 
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Thematic Courses 
 

Designing Statistical Surveys A course to gain practical knowledge in the planning and 
design of statistical surveys and opinion polls, and sample 
design 

1 week 

National and Prefectural Accounts A course to gain knowledge theory and estimation and 
analytical methods for national and prefectural accounts  

1 week 

Structure of I-O Tables 
and Analysis of Economic Impacts 
Using I-O Tables 

A course to gain knowledge of national and prefectural 
accounts as well as I-O tables, and learn the structure of 
I-O tables and analytical methods for estimating economic 
impacts using I-O tables 

1 week 

Population Estimation A course to gain practical knowledge and skills in 
population estimation using various basic data 

1 week 

Economic Projections A course to gain practical knowledge and skills in economic 
projections using various economic data 

1 week 

Regional Analysis and Introduction to 
GIS 

 

A course designed for personnel engaged in GIS-related 
work, to gain basic knowledge of statistical GIS and data 
analytical methods using GIS basic software 

3 days 

Statistical Methods for 
Administrative Evaluation 

A course to learn basic statistical knowledge, theory and 
data analysis methods required for administrative 
evaluation in national and local governments 

4 days 

Introduction to use microdata with 
statistical analysis software ‘R’ 
 

A course to gain basic knowledge and skills for utilizing 
microdata, and to help personnel engaged in 
survey-conducts learn items to be taken into account in 
providing microdata 

4 days 

Specialized Courses 
Statistical Training Course for 
educators 

A course designed for introducing to educators the methods 
for making materials for statistical classes such as the 
method for reading statistical tables and Consideration in 
using statistical tables 

1 day 

Statistical Training Course for newly 
appointed municipal directors of 
statistical divisions  

A course about the statistical role and the basic knowledge 
of official statistics 

1 day 

Statistical Training Course for using 
statistical Open data 

A course about statistical data such as API (Application 
Programming Interface) and GIS (Geographic Information 
System) 

1 day 

Local Training 

Regional Statistical Seminar A course designed for local personnel (targeting the Tokai 
and Hokuriku District for FY2014), to gain the most basic 
statistical knowledge and promote the dissemination of 
statistical knowledge 

1 day 
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4. Statistical research activities 
 

 Responding to the various needs of statistics required from the social and economic changes, 
the following researches are carried out in collaboration with external experts and guest 
researchers: 

(a) Research on the advanced usage of statistics 
(b) Research on the recent trends of the statistical technology 
(c) Research and investigation for planning of new statistical training courses 

 
Joint Research 
 

Regarding the research on the advanced usage of statistics, various joint-research projects 
are carried out in collaboration with the guest researchers. The results of the joint-research are 
published in the “Research Paper” released also on the internet website. 

 
Recent themes of the joint-research are as follows:  

 
(a)   A study on an efficient method to process and tabulate census data 
(b)   Analysis for the methodology of business register frame and statistics based on the 

Establishment Frame Database 
(c)   Research on pseudo micro data for statistical training 
(d)   Analyses of price dispersion using the Japanese National Survey of Prices 
(e)   A study of population and households statistics for the fundamentals in disaster 

preparedness 
(f)   Analysis of trends in population movement using microdata from the Japanese 

population census 
(g)   Analysis of trends in the movement of the non-Japanese labor force using microdata from 

the Japanese population census 

Statistical Training 
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Publication of Research Memoir of Official Statistics 
 

The issue of “Research Memoir of Official Statistics” is published annually which aims to 
publicize and introduce the results of statistical research carried out by the Institute, together 
with the Statistics Bureau and other statistical organizations. 

 
Participation in the Statistical Societies. 
 

The Institute is a participant member of some statistical societies, together with the Statistics 
Bureau and other statistical organizations, such as Japan Statistical Society, Population 
Association of Japan, GISA (Geographic Information Systems Association), Japan Economic 
Association, and JSQC (Japanese Society for Quality Control). The main activities in these 
statistical societies are releasing the achievements of statistical researches, and also collecting 
the latest information of the statistical research trends. 
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Chapter VIII National Statistics Center 
 
 
1. Organization and Functions of the National Statistics Center 

 
The National Statistics Center, as an incorporated administrative agency, is performing 

tabulation of basic national statistics such as the Population Census and Consumer Price Index 
as well as working on behalf of various national and local government offices and agencies in 
the making of various statistics. Furthermore it is also engaged in research and development to 
maintain reliability of official statistics and to improve statistical technique. 

The Center is also providing both public and private stakeholders with making and using 
infrastructures for official statistics, including an online survey system and statistical data 
dissemination system, while being involved in technical cooperation such as training students 
from a variety of countries or providing technical support and onsite instruction to developing 
countries. 
 
2. Making of Statistics (Tabulation) 
 

All data collected from surveys and censuses the Center receives are processed by 
category, and the contents are then displayed in a statistical chart. This process is called 
“tabulation”. 

  
(1) Data Capture 

The Center confirms the type and quantity of survey forms and documents which are 
submitted by local governments and/or related other administrative bodies and stores them 
securely in a document storage facility when they have been sorted. 

In order to compile statistical data, questionnaires are read using an OCR (optical 
character reader) or input by hand on PCs connected to an internal-only network.  
(2) Coding 

Items of questionnaires that require subjective entry, including “Job Category, “Kind of 
Work” and “Household Income and Expenditure”, are subject to coding, based on stipulated 
classification criteria (such as Industrial Classification, Occupational Classification, and 
Income and Expenditure Classification).  
(3) Data Editing 

Based on data entered using OCR technology and coding classification, the Center 
examines missing values, validity and consistency of entered data using a computer system. 
Deficits in individual data and inconsistencies between survey items lead to a deterioration 
in public trust and in the quality of the statistics.  

 

(4) Compiling Statistical Tables 
Following the end of the data editing, the “cleaned” data are compiled by computer and 

tabulated. 
Tabulation involves, in addition to cross section data calculation by an estimation 

method designed for each statistical survey; collecting time series data based on a seasonal 
adjustment method; counting using the multivariate analysis method; and error calculation 
for estimating statistical accuracy. These are all based on statistical theory and a variety of 
techniques.  
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(5) Results Examining 
The Center performs a variety of checks and verification such as checking the figures 

and formatting of results tables tabulated from the statistical data; the logical compliance of 
statistical values; time series verification of past values; comparison with related statistics; 
and verification of singular values. This is part of a comprehensive verification from several 
different angles, looking for inconsistencies in the data and ensuring the quality of the 
output tables, so as to maintain the quality of output tables. 

 
3. Official Statistics-based Services 

 
The Center provides various national and local government and private and corporate 

sector bodies with a service based on the shared basic operation and use of official statistics. 
One such system is the Inter-Ministry Information System for Official Statistics (IMISOS), 
which is made up of a total of 13 different sub systems, including the Portal Site of Official 
Statistics of Japan (e-Stat), Online Survey System (OSS or “e-survey”) and a searchable and 
downloadable database. (See Chapter IV 2 (2) for more detail about the IMISOS, Portal Site of 
Official Statistics of Japan (e-Stat) and Online Survey System (OSS or “e-survey”)) 

. 
 

4. Secondary Use Service of Official Statistics Micro data 
 

To deliver effective and efficient secondary use service of official statistics micro data for 
governmental statistical departments that conduct statistical surveys and censuses, the Center, 
upon entrustment by ministries, administers such services as micro data archiving, anonymized 
data production and provision, and tailor-made tabulation. (See Chapter IV 3 for more detail 
about Secondary Use of statistical information) 
 

5. Technical Research 
 

In order to provide more accurate timely and secure statistical data, the Center is 
committed to:  

•Research into optimal algorithms for specification and standardization targeting unfilled 
or mistaken responses. 
•Research into artificial intelligence for assisting classification coding. 
•Research into the process of keeping confidentiality to eliminate individual factors from 
survey results and tabulation results. 

From the results of these researches, the National Statistics Center applies new technology 
to its statistical work, and alongside the Center demonstrates such advances at international 
conferences and meetings as part of overall efforts to improve and further develop the field of 
official statistics. 

 
6. International Cooperation 

 
In the field of advanced statistical techniques, the Center conducts international 

cooperation including: 
•Dispatch of lecturers to the United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific 
•Training students from a variety of countries 
•Providing technical support and onsite instruction to developing countries 
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Appendix 1-(1)  Law to Establish the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications 

 
 
   Promulgated on 16 July 1999 (Law No. 91)  
  Latest amendment pursuant to Law No.75 of 2014 (Excerpts) 
 
Purpose of the Law  
Article 1  The purpose of this law is to establish the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 

Communications and to determine clearly its responsibilities, the scope of specific 
functions and the organization necessary for the efficient execution of administrative 
affairs for which it is responsible.  

 
Establishment  
Article 2  In accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 2 of Article 3 of the National 

Government Organization Law, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications 
shall be established. 

 
Specific Functions 
Article 4  The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications shall have the following scope in 

terms of its specific functions in order to accomplish its responsibilities.  
 
  (81) To plan fundamental matters for the improvement and development of statistics 

and statistical system;  
  (82) To examine statistical survey plans for approval, to establish a system of 

statistical standards and to coordinate governmental statistical affairs; 
  (83) To plan training programs and to administer qualifying examinations for 

statistical officials;  
  (84) To coordinate international statistical affairs;  
  (85) To execute and tabulate the Population Census and other fundamental statistical 

censuses and surveys as well as statistical surveys entrusted by other national 
administrative organizations and local governments; 

  (86) To conduct research on statistical methods and to improve and develop statistics. 
  (96) To provide the following trainings at the educational training facilities 

established by the cabinet order. 
   (b) Statistical training courses for civil servants of the national and local 

governments. 
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Appendix 1-(2) Statistics Act  
 
  Promulgated on 23 May 2007 (Act No. 53)  
    

Chapter 1 General Provisions 
 
Purpose of the Act 
Article 1  Recognizing that official statistics are critical information for the citizens in their 

reasonable decision making, the purposes of this Act are to promote systematic and 
efficient development of official statistics and to ensure the usefulness thereof 
through specifying basic matters concerning the production and provision of official 
statistics, and thereby to contribute to the sound development of the national 
economy and enhancement of the living standards of the citizens. 

Definitions 
Article 2  (1) The term “administrative organs” as used in this Act means organs established within 

the Cabinet or organs established under the jurisdiction of the Cabinet pursuant to the 
provisions of laws, the Imperial Household Agency, organs provided in Article 49, 
paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) of the Act for Establishment of the Cabinet Office (Act 
No. 89 of 1999) or organs provided in Article 3, paragraph (2) of the National 
Government Organization Act (Act No. 120 of 1948). 

(2) The term “incorporated administrative agencies, etc.” as used in this Act means 
juridical persons listed as follows: 
(i) Incorporated administrative agencies (meaning incorporated administrative 

agencies provided in Article 2, paragraph (1) of the Act on General Rules for 
Incorporated Administrative Agencies (Act No. 103 of 1999; the same shall apply 
in the following items); 

(ii) Juridical persons specified by a Cabinet Order among those directly incorporated 
by Acts, those incorporated through a special act for establishment under a special 
Act (excluding incorporated administrative agencies), or those incorporated under 
special Acts and where approval from administrative agencies is required for their 
incorporation. 

(3) The term “official statistics” as used in this Act means statistics produced by 
administrative organs, local public entities, or incorporated administrative agencies, etc. 
(hereinafter referred to as “administrative organs, etc.”). 

(4) The term “fundamental statistics” as used in this Act means statistics falling under any 
of the following items: 
(i) Population census statistics provided in Article 5, paragraph (1); 
(ii) National accounts provided in Article 6, paragraph (1); 
(iii) Statistics that are or are to be produced by administrative organs and are designated 

by the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications as those falling under any 
of the following: 
(a) Statistics that are particularly important for planning national policies and 

implementing them; 
(b) Statistics that are expected to be widely utilized for decision-making or 

research activities in the private sector; 
(c) Statistics that are required to be produced by international conventions or plans 

established by international organizations or that are particularly important in 
view of international comparability.  

(5) The term “statistical surveys” as used in this Act means surveys conducted by 
administrative organs, etc. by requesting individuals or juridical persons, or other 
organizations to report facts for the purpose of producing statistics; provided, however, 
that the following shall be excluded: 
(i) Surveys conducted by administrative organs, etc. within respective organs; 
(ii) Surveys on which any act or Cabinet Order, other than this Act and orders based 
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on this Act, provides that administrative organs, etc. are requested to report the 
fact; 

(iii) Surveys that administrative organs, etc. specified by a Cabinet Order conduct with 
regard to duties specified by a Cabinet Order. 

(6) The term “fundamental statistical surveys” as used in this Act means statistical surveys 
for the purpose of producing fundamental statistics. 

(7) The term “general statistical surveys” as used in this Act means surveys other than 
fundamental statistical surveys among statistical surveys conducted by administrative 
organs. 

(8) The term “establishment frame database” as used in this Act means the collection of 
information concerning establishments that is systematically organized so that the 
information may be retrieved by using computers. 

(9) The term “statistical standards” as used in this Act means technical standards for 
ensuring uniformity and comprehensiveness in producing official statistics. 

(10) The term “administrative record information” as used in this Act means information 
produced or acquired by officials of administrative organs in the course of their duties, 
held by the administrative organs for their officials to utilize organizationally, and 
recorded in administrative documents (meaning administrative documents provided in 
Article 2, paragraph (2) of the Act on Access to Information Held by Administrative 
Organs (Act No. 42 of 1999)) (such information shall exclude questionnaire 
information pertaining to fundamental statistical surveys and general statistical surveys, 
information recorded in the establishment frame database, and anonymized data). 

(11) The term “questionnaire information” as used in this Act means information collected 
through statistical surveys that is recorded in documents, pictures, or electromagnetic 
records (meaning records made by an electronic form, a magnetic form, or any other 
form not recognizable to human perception). 

(12) The term “anonymized data” as used in this Act means questionnaire information that 
is processed so that no particular individuals or juridical persons, or other organizations 
shall be identified (including by way of collating it with other information), for the 
purpose of providing it for general use. 

 
Fundamental Principles 
Article 3  (1) Official statistics shall be developed systematically through mutual cooperation and the 

appropriate sharing of roles among administrative organs, etc. 
 (2) Official statistics shall be produced with appropriate and reasonable methodologies, so 

as to ensure neutrality and reliability. 
 (3) Official statistics shall be provided widely for the citizens so that they are easily 

accessible for their effective use. 
 (4) Confidential matters concerning individuals or juridical persons, or other organizations 

that were used for producing official statistics shall be protected. 
 

Master Plan 
Article 4  (1) The government shall establish a Master Plan concerning the development of official 

statistics (hereinafter referred to as the “Master Plan” in this Article) in order to 
promote measures comprehensively and systematically concerning the development of 
official statistics. 

(2) The Master Plan shall specify the following matters: 
(i) Master policies for measures concerning the development of official statistics; 
(ii) Measures that the government shall implement comprehensively and 

systematically in order to develop official statistics; 
(iii) Other matters necessary to promote the development of official statistics. 

 (3) In establishing the Master Plan for official statistics, matters pertaining to fundamental 
statistics and those pertaining to other official statistics shall be stated separately. 

 (4) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall draw up a draft Master 
Plan while hearing the opinions of the Statistics Commission, and shall request a 
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decision of the Cabinet. 
 (5) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when intending to prepare 

a draft Master Plan pursuant to the provision of the preceding paragraph, take 
necessary measures in advance to reflect the opinions of the citizens pursuant to the 
provision of an Ordinance of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. 

 (6) The government shall revise the Master Plan approximately every five years, taking 
into account the changes in socioeconomic circumstances concerning statistics, based 
on evaluation of the effects of measures taken for the development of official statistics. 
In this case, the provisions of the preceding two paragraphs shall apply mutatis 
mutandis. 

 
Chapter 2 Production of Official Statistics 
 
Section 1 Fundamental Statistics 
 
Population Census Statistics 
Article 5  (1) With regard to persons specified by a Cabinet Order as those residing in Japan, the 

Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall conduct a complete census 
concerning individuals and households and produce statistics based on such a census 
(hereinafter referred to as “population census statistics” in this Article). 

 (2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall conduct a complete census 
as specified in the preceding paragraph (hereinafter referred to as the “population 
census”) every ten years and produce population census statistics. In the fifth year from 
the preceding population census, the population census shall be conducted in a 
simplified manner to produce population census statistics. 

 (3) In addition to what is provided for in the preceding paragraph, the Minister of Internal 
Affairs and Communications may conduct an extraordinary population census to 
produce population census statistics, when he/she finds it necessary. 

 
National Accounts Statistics 
Article 6  (1) The Prime Minister shall establish standards for producing national accounts statistics 

(hereinafter referred to simply as the “production standards” in this Article) in 
accordance with the standards concerning the system of national accounts specified by 
the United Nations, and produce national accounts statistics at least once a year 
thereon. 

 (2) The Prime Minister shall, when intending to establish the production standards, hear 
the opinions of the Statistics Commission in advance. The same shall also apply to 
cases where he/she intends to modify it. 

 (3) The Prime Minister shall, when having established the production standards, publicly 
notify to that effect. The same shall also apply to cases where he/she has modified it. 

 
Designation of Fundamental Statistics 
Article 7  (1) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when intending to make a 

designation under Article 2, paragraph (4), item (iii) (hereinafter referred to simply as a 
“designation” in this Article), consult with the head of the relevant administrative organ 
and hear the opinions of the Statistics Commission in advance. 

 (2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when having made a 
designation, publicly notify to that effect. 

 (3) The provisions of the preceding two paragraphs shall apply mutatis mutandis to 
changes in or cancellation of a designation. 

 
Publication of Fundamental Statistics, etc. 
Article 8  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when having produced fundamental statistics, 

promptly publicize the fundamental statistics and matters specified by the Cabinet 
Order concerning fundamental statistics through the Internet or through other 
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appropriate methods. 
 (2) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to publicize the fundamental 

statistics prescribed in the preceding paragraph, specify the date and methods of 
publication and publicize them through the Internet or through other appropriate 
methods in advance. 

 (3) The head of an administrative organ shall preserve information on fundamental 
statistics on a long-term and systematic basis and take other appropriate measures so 
that the citizens may always have easy access to such information. 

 
Section 2 Statistical Surveys 
 
Subsection 1 Fundamental Statistical Surveys 
 
Approval of Fundamental Statistical Surveys 
Article 9  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to conduct a fundamental 

statistical survey, obtain approval from the Minister of Internal Affairs and 
Communications in advance. 

 (2) The head of an administrative organ who intends to obtain approval under the 
preceding paragraph shall submit a written application containing the following matters 
to the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications: 
(i) The title and the purpose of the survey; 
(ii) The coverage of the survey; 
(iii) Matters on which a report is requested and the reference date or period; 
(iv) Persons requested to report; 
(v) Methods for requesting a report; 
(vi) The period for requesting a report; 
(vii) Tabulation items; 
(viii) Methods and the date for publicizing survey results; 
(ix) Statistical standards to be used and other matters specified by an Ordinance of the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. 
 (3) Questionnaires and other documents specified by an Ordinance of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs and Communications shall be attached to a written application under 
the preceding paragraph. 

 (4) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when an application for 
approval set forth in paragraph (1) has been filed, hear the opinions of the Statistics 
Commission; provided, however, that this shall not apply to the matters that the 
Statistics Commission finds to be minor. 

 
Standard for Approval 
Article 10 The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when finding that a 

fundamental statistical survey pertaining to an application for approval under Article 9, 
paragraph (1) conform to all the following requirements, grant approval under the same 
paragraph: 

 (i)  Matters listed in Article 9, paragraph (2), items (ii) to (vi) are necessary and sufficient 
in light of the purpose of producing the fundamental statistics; 

 (ii)  The fundamental statistical survey is reasonable and appropriate in terms of statistical 
techniques; 

 (iii) Duplication with other fundamental statistical surveys is within the limit considered to 
be reasonable. 

 
Changes or Suspension of Fundamental Statistical Surveys 
Article 11  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to change or suspend a 

fundamental statistical survey for which he/she has obtained approval under Article 9, 
paragraph (1), obtain approval from the Minister of Internal Affairs and 
Communications in advance. 
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 (2) The provision of Article 9, paragraph (4) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the approval 
for changes in and suspension of fundamental statistical surveys prescribed in the 
preceding paragraph, and the provision of Article 10 shall apply mutatis mutandis to 
the approval for changes in fundamental statistical surveys provided in the same 
paragraph. 

 
Request for Measures 
Article 12  (1) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications may, when finding that a 

fundamental statistical survey which is being conducted based on the approval under 
Article 9, paragraph (1) has become unconformable to any of the requirements listed in 
each item of Article 10, request the head of the relevant administrative organ to change 
or suspend the fundamental statistical survey. 

 (2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when intending to request 
a change or suspension pursuant to the provision of the preceding paragraph, hear the 
opinions of the Statistics Commission in advance. 

 
Obligation to Report 
Article 13  (1) The head of an administrative organ may, when conducting a fundamental statistical 

survey based on the approval under Article 9, paragraph (1), request individuals or 
juridical persons, or other organizations to report on matters necessary for producing 
fundamental statistics. 

(2) A person who has been requested to report pursuant to the provision of the preceding 
paragraph shall not refuse such request nor make a false report. 

(3) When a person who has been requested to report pursuant to the provision of 
paragraph (1) is a minor (excluding those who have the same capacity as adults with 
regard to work) or an adult ward, the statutory representative thereof shall be obliged 
to report in lieu of the person in question. 

 
Enumerators 
Article 14  The head of an administrative organ may put in place enumerators when it is necessary for 

conducting a fundamental statistical survey. 
 
Entry and Inspection, etc. 
Article 15  (1) The head of an administrative organ may, when finding it necessary to request an 

accurate report for a fundamental statistical survey which he/she conducts, request the 
person who has been requested to report for the fundamental statistical survey to 
submit materials concerning the report, or have his/her enumerators or other officials 
enter the necessary places to inspect books, documents, and other articles, or question 
any persons concerned. 

(2) Enumerators or other officials who enter a place for inspection pursuant to the 
provision of the preceding paragraph shall carry a certificate for identification and 
produce it to the persons concerned when requested. 

(3) The authority pursuant to the provision of paragraph (1) shall not be construed as that 
for the purpose of criminal investigation. 

 
Affairs Undertaken by Local Public Entities 
Article 16  A part of the affairs concerning fundamental statistical surveys may be undertaken by the 

heads of local public entities or boards of education pursuant to the provision of a Cabinet 
Order. 

 
Prohibition of Impersonating Fundamental Statistical Surveys 
Article 17  No person shall acquire information from individuals or juridical persons or other 

organizations by using an indication or explanation that might lead persons to misidentify 
it as a request for a report for the population census or other fundamental statistical 
surveys. 
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Delegation to Orders 
Article 18  In addition to what is provided for in this Act, matters necessary in conducting 

fundamental statistical surveys shall be specified by orders. 
 

Subsection 2 General Statistical Surveys 
 

Approval of General Statistical Surveys 
Article 19  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to conduct a general 

statistical survey, obtain approval from the Minister of Internal Affairs and 
Communications in advance. 

 (2) The provisions of Article 9, paragraph (2) and paragraph (3) shall apply mutatis 
mutandis to the approval set forth in the preceding paragraph. 

 
Standard for Approval 
Article 20  The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when finding that a general 

statistical survey pertaining to an application for approval under Article 19, paragraph (1) 
conforms to all of the following requirements, grant approval under the same paragraph: 
(i)  The general statistical survey is rational and reasonable in terms of statistical 

techniques; 
(ii) Duplication with other statistical surveys conducted by administrative organs is within 

the limit considered to be reasonable. 
 
Changes in or Suspension of General Statistical Surveys 
Article 21  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to change a general 

statistical survey for which he/she had obtained approval under Article 19, paragraph 
(1), obtain approval from the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications in 
advance; provided, however, that this shall not apply when he/she intends to make 
minor changes specified by an Ordinance of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications. 

(2) The provision of the preceding Article shall apply mutatis mutandis to approval for 
changes in general statistical surveys specified in the preceding paragraph. 

(3) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to suspend a general 
statistical survey for which he/she had obtained approval under Article 19, paragraph 
(1), notify to that effect to the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications in 
advance. 

 
Request for Improvement of General Statistical Surveys 
Article 22  (1)  The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications may, when finding that a 

general statistical survey which is being conducted based on the approval under 
Article 19, paragraph (1) has become unconformable to any of the requirements listed 
in each item of Article 20, request the head of the relevant administrative organ to 
change matters for requesting a report or take other measures necessary for making 
the survey conform to the requirements. 

(2)  When the head of an administrative organ set forth in the preceding paragraph has not 
responded to the request under the same paragraph, the Minister of Internal Affairs 
and Communications may request the suspension of the general statistical survey. 

 
Publication of the Results of General Statistical Surveys, etc. 
Article 23  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when having compiled the results of a 

general statistical survey, promptly publicize the results of the general statistical 
survey and matters specified by the Cabinet Order concerning general statistical 
surveys through the Internet or through other appropriate methods; provided, however, 
that if there are any special circumstances, the whole or a part of them may be 
withheld to be publicized. 
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(2) The provision of Article 8, paragraph (3) shall apply mutatis mutandis to information 
concerning the results of general statistical surveys. 

 
Subsection 3 Statistical Surveys Conducted by Local Public Entities or Incorporated 

Administrative Agencies, etc. 
 

Statistical Surveys Conducted by Local Public Entities 
Article 24  (1) The head of a local public entity (limited to those specified by a Cabinet Order, taking 

into account the size of the entity; the same shall apply hereinafter, excluding in 
Article 30, Article 41, item (v) and item (vi), and Article 53) or any other executive 
committees shall, when intending to conduct a statistical survey, notify the following 
matters to the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications in advance, pursuant to 
the provision of a Cabinet Order. The same shall also apply to cases where he/she 
intends to change any such matters. 
(i) The title and the purpose of the survey; 
(ii) The coverage of the survey; 
(iii) Matters on which a report is requested and the reference date or period; 
(iv) Persons requested to report; 
(v) Methods for requesting a report; 
(vi) The period for requesting a report. 

 
(2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications may, when finding it likely that 

the statistical survey for which a notification under the preceding paragraph was made 
might hinder the implementation of a fundamental statistical survey, request the head 
of the local public entity or any other executive committees to change or suspend the 
statistical survey for which the notification was made. 

 
Statistical Surveys Conducted by Incorporated Administrative Agencies, etc. 
Article 25     An incorporated administrative agency, etc. (limited to those specified by a Cabinet 

Order as those that are supposed to conduct large scale statistical surveys, taking into 
account the contents of the business thereof or other circumstances) shall, when 
intending to conduct a statistical survey, notify the matters listed in each item of 
Article 24, paragraph (1) to the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications in 
advance, pursuant to the provision of a Cabinet Order. The same shall also apply to 
cases where it intends to change them. 

 
Section 3 Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Notice of Methods to Produce Fundamental Statistics 
Article 26  (1) The head of an administrative organ shall, when producing fundamental statistics 

through a method other than statistical surveys, notify the method to the Minister of 
Internal Affairs and Communications in advance. The same shall also apply to cases 
where he/she intends to change the method (excluding cases where he/she intends to 
make minor changes specified by a Cabinet Order). 

(2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications may, when finding it necessary 
to improve the method of producing fundamental statistics for which a notification 
was made under the preceding paragraph, present his/her opinions to the head of the 
relevant administrative organ. 

(3) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when intending to present 
his/her opinions pursuant to the provision of the preceding paragraph, hear the 
opinions of the Statistics Commission in advance. 

 
Development of Establishment Frame Database 
Article 27  (1) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall develop an establishment 

frame database by utilizing questionnaire information pertaining to fundamental 
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statistical surveys or general statistical surveys, questioning juridical persons and other 
organizations or through other methods, for the purpose of contributing to the accurate 
and efficient production of statistics by administrative organs, local public entities, and 
incorporated administrative agencies, etc. that have made a notification under Article 
25 (hereinafter referred to as “incorporated administrative agencies, etc. under Article 
25”) and the reduction of the burden on respondents of statistical surveys by them. 

(2) The head of an administrative organ, the head of a local public entity or any other 
executive committees, or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 
may receive information recorded in the establishment frame database from the 
Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications for the following purposes: 
(i) For sampling for the statistical surveys they conduct concerning establishments; 
(ii) For producing statistics concerning establishments. 

 
Establishment of Statistical Standards 
Article 28  (1) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall establish statistical 

standards pursuant to the provision of a Cabinet Order. 
(2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when intending to 

establish statistical standards under the preceding paragraph, hear the opinions of the 
Statistics Commission in advance. The same shall also apply to cases where he/she 
intends to revise or abolish such standards. 

(3) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when having established 
statistical standards under paragraph (1), publicly notify such standards. The same 
shall also apply to cases where he/she has modified or abolished such standards. 

 
Request for Cooperation 
Article 29  (1) The head of an administrative organ may, when finding that utilizing administrative 

record information held by other administrative organs would contribute significantly 
to the accurate and efficient production of statistics and the reduction of the burden on 
respondents of statistical surveys, request the heads of the administrative organs that 
hold the administrative record information to provide such information. In this case, 
the head of the administrative organ that requests the provision of administrative 
record information shall clearly indicate the purpose of using it and other matters 
specified by a Cabinet Order to the heads of the administrative organs that hold the 
relevant administrative record information. 

(2) In addition to what is specified in the preceding paragraph, the head of an 
administrative organ may, when finding it necessary for conducting fundamental 
statistical surveys smoothly or for producing fundamental statistics, request the heads 
of other administrative organs to research, report, or offer other cooperation. 

 
Article 30   In addition to what is specified in the preceding Article, the head of an administrative 

organ may, when finding it necessary for conducting fundamental statistical surveys 
smoothly or for producing fundamental statistics, request the heads of local public 
entities and other persons concerned to cooperate. 

 
Article 31  (1) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications may, when finding it necessary 

for producing fundamental statistics, request the heads of administrative organs, other 
than the one that produces the fundamental statistics, and other persons concerned to 
provide necessary materials to and cooperate in other matters with the head of the 
administrative organ that produces the fundamental statistics. 

(2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, when intending to make a 
request under the preceding paragraph, hear the opinions of the Statistics Commission 
in advance. 

 
Chapter 3 Utilization and Provision of Questionnaire Information, etc. 
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Secondary Use of Questionnaire Information 
Article 32  The head of an administrative organ or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under 

Article 25 may utilize questionnaire information pertaining to statistical surveys they have 
conducted in the following cases: 
(i) When producing statistics or conducting statistical research (hereinafter referred to as 

“production of statistics, etc.”); 
(ii) When preparing lists of names to be used for surveys for producing statistics. 

 
Provision of Questionnaire Information 
Article 33  When persons listed in the following items take the acts specified in the respective items, 

the head of an administrative organ or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under 
Article 25 may provide such persons with questionnaire information pertaining to 
statistical surveys they have conducted: 
(i)  An administrative organ, etc. or a person specified by an Ordinance of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs and Communications as deemed to be equivalent to an administrative 
organ, etc.: the production of statistics, etc. or preparation of a list of names pertaining 
to surveys for producing statistics; 

(ii) A person who is engaged in production of statistics, etc. that serve public interests 
which are recognized by an Ordinance of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications as equivalent to the production of statistics, etc. conducted by a 
person specified in the preceding item: the production of statistics specified by the 
Ordinance of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. 

 
Production of Statistics, etc. by Entrustment 
Article 34  The head of an administrative organ or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under 

Article 25 may conduct production of statistics, etc. by utilizing questionnaire information 
pertaining to statistical surveys conducted by himself/herself in response to the request 
from the citizens, pursuant to the provision of an Ordinance of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications, within limits that would not cause any hindrance to the 
performance of his/her business, when finding that it would contribute to the development 
of academic researches or in other cases specified by an Ordinance of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs and Communications. 

 
Production of Anonymized Data 
Article 35  (1) The head of an administrative organ or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. 

under Article 25 may produce anonymized data by processing questionnaire 
information pertaining to statistical surveys they have conducted. 

(2) The head of an administrative organ shall, when intending to produce anonymized 
data pertaining to fundamental statistical surveys pursuant to the provision of the 
preceding paragraph, hear the opinions of the Statistics Commission in advance. 

 
Provision of Anonymized Data 
Article 36  The head of an administrative organ or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under 

Article 25 may provide anonymized data produced pursuant to the provision of Article 35, 
paragraph (1) upon a request from the citizens, pursuant to the provision of an Ordinance 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, when finding that it would 
contribute to the development of academic researches or in other cases specified by an 
Ordinance of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. 

 
Entrustment of Duties 
Article 37  The head of an administrative organ or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under 

Article 25 shall, when intending to entrust all of the work to be conducted pursuant to the 
provisions of Article 34 or Article 36 with regard to questionnaire information pertaining 
to statistical surveys they have conducted, entrust such businesses to incorporated 
administrative agencies, etc. specified by a Cabinet Order, taking into account the 
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contents of the business thereof or other circumstances. 
 
Fees 
Article 38 (1) A person who makes an entrustment to the head of an administrative organ pursuant to 

the provision of Article 34 or a person who receives the provision of anonymized data 
produced by the head of an administrative organ pursuant to the provision of Article 36 
shall pay a fee specified by a Cabinet Order by taking into account the actual cost to the 
national government (when an incorporated administrative agency, etc. which have 
accepted an entrustment under the preceding Article (hereinafter referred to as 
“entrusted incorporated administrative agency, etc.” in this Article) conduct all of the 
duties pursuant to the provision of Article 34 or Article 36, a fee shall be paid to the 
entrusted incorporated administrative agency, etc.). 

Article 38 (2) A fee paid to an entrusted incorporated administrative agency, etc. pursuant to the 
provision of the preceding paragraph shall be deemed to be the revenue of the entrusted 
incorporated administrative agency, etc. 

Article 38 (3) A person who makes an entrustment to an incorporated administrative agency, etc. 
under Article 25 pursuant to the provision of Article 34 or a person who receives the 
anonymized data produced by an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 
25 pursuant to the provision of Article 36 shall pay a fee specified by the incorporated 
administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 by taking into account the actual cost and 
the amount of fee under paragraph (1) to the incorporated administrative agency, etc. 
under Article 25. 

Article 38 (4) An incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 shall make the fee 
schedule under the preceding paragraph available for public view. 

 
Chapter 4 Protection of Questionnaire Information, etc. 

 
Appropriate Management of Questionnaire Information, etc. 
Article 39  (1) Any person listed in the following items shall take measures necessary for managing 

information specified in the respective items in an appropriate manner: 
(i) The head of an administrative organ: questionnaire information pertaining to 

statistical surveys conducted by the administrative organ, questionnaire information 
pertaining to fundamental statistical surveys or general statistical surveys to be 
utilized pursuant to the provision of Article 27, paragraph (1), information recorded 
in the establishment frame database, administrative record information provided by 
other administrative organs pursuant to the provision of Article 29, paragraph (1), 
and anonymized data produced pursuant to the provision of Article 35, paragraph 
(1); 

(ii) The head of a local public entity or any other executive committees: questionnaire 
information pertaining to statistical surveys conducted by the local public entity, 
and information recorded in the establishment frame database that was provided by 
the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications pursuant to the provision of 
Article 27, paragraph (2); 

(iii) An incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 25: questionnaire 
information pertaining to statistical surveys conducted by the incorporated 
administrative agency, etc. under Article 25, information recorded in the 
establishment frame database, and anonymized data produced pursuant to the 
provision of Article 35, paragraph (1). 

(2) The provision of the preceding paragraph shall apply mutatis mutandis to a person 
who has accepted an entrustment of business concerning the handling of information 
specified in each item of the same paragraph from a person listed in the respective 
items or a person who has accepted an entrustment of other business pertaining to the 
entrustment. 

 
Restriction on Use of Questionnaire Information, etc. 
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Article 40  (1) The head of an administrative organ, the head of a local public entity or any other 
executive committees, or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 
shall not utilize themselves or provide questionnaire information pertaining to 
statistical surveys they have conducted for purposes other than the original purpose of 
the statistical surveys except as otherwise provided by this Act (in case of the head of 
a local public entity or any other executive committees, except as otherwise provided 
by this Act or an Ordinance of the local public entity). 

(2) The head of an administrative organ, the head of a local public entity or any other 
executive committees, or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 
who have received the information recorded in the establishment frame database from 
the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications pursuant to the provision of 
Article 27, paragraph (2) shall not utilize themselves or provide information recorded 
in the establishment frame database for purposes other than those listed in each item 
of the same paragraph. 

(3) The head of an administrative organ who has received the provision of administrative 
record information pursuant to the provision of Article 29, paragraph (1) shall not 
utilize himself/herself or provide the administrative record information for purposes 
other than those clearly indicated pursuant to the provision of the same paragraph. 

 
Confidentiality Obligation 
Article 41  Any person listed in the following items shall not divulge any secrets of individuals or 

juridical persons, or other organizations which he/she has learned with regard to the 
business specified in the respective items: 
(i) A person who is or was an official of an administrative organ engaged in the handling 

of information specified in Article 39, paragraph (1), item (i): the business to handle 
the information; 

(ii) A person who is or was an official of a local public entity engaged in the handling of 
information specified in Article 39, paragraph (1), item (ii): the business to handle the 
information; 

(iii) A person who is or was an executive officer or an employee of an incorporated 
administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 engaged in the handling of information 
specified in Article 39, paragraph (1), item (iii): the business to handle the 
information; 

(iv) A person who has accepted an entrustment of business concerning the handling of 
information specified in the preceding three items from an administrative organ, a 
local public entity, or an incorporated administrative agency, etc. under Article 25 or 
a person who is or was engaged in other business pertaining to the entrustment: the 
business pertaining to the entrustment; 

(v) In cases where part of the businesses concerning fundamental statistical surveys shall 
be conducted by a local public entity pursuant to the provision of Article 16, a person 
who is or was an official of the local public entity engaged in the handling of 
questionnaire information pertaining to fundamental statistical surveys: information 
recorded in the establishment frame database, and administrative record information 
provided by other administrative organs pursuant to the provision of Article 29, 
paragraph (1): the business to handle the information; 

(vi) A person who has accepted an entrustment of business concerning the handling of 
information provided in the preceding item from a local public entity provided in the 
same item, or a person who is or was engaged in other business pertaining to the 
entrustment: the business pertaining to the entrustment. 

 
Appropriate Management by a Person Who Has Received Questionnaire Information, etc. 
Article 42  (1) Any person listed in the following items shall take necessary measures for managing 

the information specified in the respective items in an appropriate manner: 
(i) A person who has received questionnaire information pursuant to the provision of 

Article 33: the questionnaire information; 
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(ii) A person who has received anonymized data pursuant to the provision of Article 
36: the anonymized data. 

(2) The provision of the preceding paragraph shall apply mutatis mutandis to a person 
who has accepted an entrustment of the business concerning the handling of 
information specified in each item of the same paragraph from a person listed in the 
respective items or a person who has accepted an entrustment of other business 
pertaining to the entrustment. 

 
Confidentiality Obligation of a Person Who Has Received Questionnaire Information, etc. 
Article 43  (1) Any person listed in the following items shall not divulge any secrets of individuals or 

juridical persons, or other organizations which he/she has learned with regard to the 
business specified in the respective items: 
(i) A person listed in paragraph (1), item (i) of the preceding Article who is or was 

engaged in the handling of questionnaire information specified in the same item: the 
business to handle the questionnaire information; 

(ii) A person who has accepted an entrustment of the business concerning the handling 
of questionnaire information specified in paragraph (1), item (i) of the preceding 
Article from a person specified in the same item, or a person who is or was engaged 
in other business pertaining to the entrustment: the business pertaining to the 
entrustment. 

(2) A person who has received questionnaire information pursuant to the provision of 
Article 33, or a person who has received anonymized data pursuant to the provision of 
Article 36, a person who has accepted an entrustment of the business concerning the 
handling of the questionnaire information or the anonymized data from such persons, 
or a person who is or was engaged in other business pertaining to the entrustment shall 
not utilize himself/herself or provide the questionnaire information or the anonymized 
data for purposes other than those for having received the provision thereof. 

 
Chapter 5 The Statistics Commission 
 
Establishment 
Article 44 The Statistics Commission (hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”) shall be 

established in the Cabinet Office. 
 
Affairs under the Jurisdiction 
Article 45  The Commission shall deal with matters under the authority thereof pursuant to the 

provisions of this Act. 
 
Organization 
Article 46  (1) The Commission shall be composed of 13 members or less. 

(2) Temporary members may be installed in the Commission when it is necessary to have 
them study and deliberate special matters.  

(3) Expert members may be installed in the Commission when it is necessary to have 
them research specialized matters. 

 
Appointment of Members, etc. 
Article 47 (1) Members and temporary members shall be appointed by the Prime Minister from 

among persons with relevant knowledge and experience. 
(2) Expert members shall be appointed by the Prime Minister from among persons with 

relevant knowledge and experience concerning the relevant specialized matters. 
 
Term of Office of Members, etc. 
Article 48  (1) The term of office of members shall be two years; provided, however, that the term of 

office of a fill-in member shall be the remaining term of such a predecessor. 
(2) Members may be reappointed. 
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(3) Temporary members shall be dismissed upon termination of the study of and 
deliberation on the relevant special matters pertaining to the appointment thereof. 

(4) Expert members shall be dismissed upon termination of the research on the relevant 
specialized matters pertaining to the appointment thereof. 

(5) Members, temporary members, and expert members shall be part-time. 
 
Chairperson 
Article 49  (1) The Commission shall put in place a chairperson, who shall be elected from among 

the members. 
(2) The chairperson shall preside over the affairs of the Commission and represent it. 
(3) Should the chairperson have an accident, a member he/she has appointed in advance 

shall carry out the duties of chairperson in his/her place. 
 
Request for Submission of Materials 
Article 50  The Commission may, when finding it necessary for performing affairs under the 

jurisdiction, request the heads of relevant administrative organs to submit materials, state 
their opinions, explain, and offer other necessary cooperation. 

 
Delegation to a Cabinet Order 
Article 51  In addition to what is provided for in this Act, necessary matters concerning the 

Commission shall be prescribed by a Cabinet Order. 
 

Chapter 6 Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Exclusion from Application of the Act on the Protection of Personal Information Held by 
Administrative Organs, etc. 
Article 52  (1) Personal information (meaning personal information prescribed in Article 2, paragraph 

(2) of the Act on the Protection of Personal Information Held by Administrative 
Organs (Act No. 58 of 2003) and personal information prescribed in Article 2, 
paragraph (2) of the Act on the Protection of Personal Information Held by 
Incorporated Administrative Agencies, etc. (Act No. 59 of 2003); hereinafter the same 
shall apply in this paragraph) contained in questionnaire information pertaining to 
fundamental statistical surveys and general statistical surveys, personal information 
contained in the establishment frame database, and personal information contained in 
administrative record information provided by other administrative organs pursuant to 
the provision of Article 29, paragraph (1) shall be excluded from the application of 
such Acts. 

(2) The provisions of the Act on the Protection of Personal Information Held by 
Incorporated Administrative Agencies, etc. shall not apply to personal information 
(such personal information shall be as provided in Article 2, paragraph (2) of the Act 
on the Protection of Personal Information Held by Incorporated Administrative 
Agencies, etc.) contained in questionnaire information pertaining to statistical surveys 
conducted by incorporated administrative agencies, etc. under Article 25 which fall 
under incorporated administrative agencies, etc. provided in Article 2, paragraph (1) of 
the said Act. 

 
Promotion of Research and Study concerning Methods to Produce Official Statistics, etc. 
Article 53  The national government and local public entities shall promote research, study and 

development concerning methods to produce official statistics, and at the same time, shall 
provide training and take other measures for securing the enumerators and other 
personnel who are engaged in the production of official statistics and for enhancing their 
quality. 

 
Provision of Whereabouts Information of Official Statistics 
Article 54  The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall, for the convenience of 
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persons who intend to utilize official statistics, take necessary measures to promptly 
provide whereabouts information of official statistics through the use of the Internet 
or other advanced information and telecommunications networks. 

 
Publication of the Situation of the Enforcement, etc. 
Article 55  (1) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications may request the heads of 

administrative organs, heads of local public entities or other executive committees, 
or incorporated administrative agencies, etc. under Article 25 to report on the situation 
of the enforcement of this Act. 

(2) The Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications shall compile those reports 
set forth in the preceding paragraph every year, publicize the outline thereof and 
report the outline to the Commission. 

(3) The Commission may, when there have been any reports pursuant to the provision of 
the preceding paragraph, state its opinions on the enforcement of this Act to the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications, or the heads of the 
administrative organs concerned. 

 
Request for Submission of Materials and Explanation 
Article 56  In addition to what is specified in paragraph (1) of the preceding Article, the Minister of 

Internal Affairs and Communications may, when finding it necessary for the 
enforcement of this Act, request the heads of the administrative organs concerned or other 
persons concerned to submit materials and make an explanation. 

 
Chapter 7 Penal Provisions 
 
Article 57  (1) Any person who falls under any of the following items shall be punished by 

imprisonment with work for not more than two years or a fine of not more than 
1,000,000 yen: 
(i) Any person who, in violation of Article 17, acquired information of individuals or 

juridical persons, or other organizations by using an indication or explanation that 
might lead persons to misidentify it as a request for a report for the population 
census or any other fundamental statistical surveys; 

(ii) Any person who, in violation of Article 41, divulged any secrets of individuals or 
juridical persons, or other organizations which he/she learned with regard to the 
business thereof; 

(iii) Any person who, in violation of Article 43, paragraph (1), divulged any secrets 
of individuals or juridical persons, or other organizations which he/she learned 
with regard to the business thereof. 

(2) An attempt of the crime set forth in item (i) of the preceding paragraph shall be 
punished. 

 
Article 58   When a person who is or was engaged in the business of fundamental statistics divulged 

or misappropriated the fundamental statistics prior to the date of publication specified 
pursuant to the provision of Article 8, paragraph (2), he/she shall be punished by 
imprisonment with work for not more than one year or a fine of not more than 1,000,000 
yen. 

 
Article 59  (1) When a person listed in each item of Article 41 provided or misappropriated the 

information specified in each item of the same Article that he/she handles, for the 
purpose of acquiring a wrongful gain for himself/herself or a third party, he/she shall 
be punished by imprisonment with work for not more than one year or a fine of not 
more than 500,000 yen. 

(2) When a person listed in each item of Article 43, paragraph (1) provided or 
misappropriated the questionnaire information pertaining to his/her handling or 
utilization thereof, for the purpose of acquiring a wrongful gain for himself/herself or a 
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third party, he/she shall be punished by imprisonment with work for not more than one 
year or a fine of not more than 500,000 yen. 

 
Article 60  Any person who falls under any of the following items shall be punished by 

imprisonment with work for not more than six months or a fine of not more than 
500,000 yen: 
(i)  A person who hindered another person that was requested to report a fundamental 

statistical survey under Article 13 in complying with the request for a report; 
(ii)  A person engaged in the production of fundamental statistics who acted to falsify 

fundamental statistics. 
 
Article 61   Any person who falls under any of the following items shall be punished by a fine of not 

more than 500,000 yen: 
(i)  Any person who, in violation of Article 13, refused to make a report of a 

fundamental statistical survey or has made a false report; 
(ii) A person who did not submit materials under Article 15, paragraph (1) or submitted 

false materials, who refused, hindered, or avoided inspections under the same 
paragraph, or who did not give answers to questions under the same paragraph or gave 
false answers; 

(iii) A person having received the provision of anonymized data under Article 36, a 
person having accepted an entrustment of business concerning the handling of the 
anonymized data, or a person being or having been engaged in other business 
pertaining to the said entrustment, who provided or misappropriated the anonymized 
data for the purpose of acquiring a wrongful gain for himself/herself or a third party. 

 
Article 62   Crimes set forth in Article 57, paragraph (1), items (ii) and (iii), Article 58, Article 59, 

and Article 61, item (iii) shall apply to a person who committed such crimes outside of 
Japan. 

 
Supplementary Provisions 
 
Effective Date 
Article 1  This Act shall come into effect as from the date specified by a Cabinet Order within a 

period not exceeding two years from the day of promulgation; provided, however, that the 
provisions of Chapter 1, Chapter 5, and Article 3 and Article 22 of the Supplementary 
Provisions shall come into effect as from the date specified by a Cabinet Order within a 
period not exceeding six months from the day of promulgation. 

 
Repeal of the Statistical Reports Coordination Act 
Article 2  The Statistical Reports Coordination Act (Act No. 148 of 1952) shall be repealed. 
 
Preparations 
Article 3  Establishment of a production standard under Article 6 of the Statistics Act after revision 

(hereinafter referred to as the “New Act”), development of the establishment frame 
database under Article 27 of the New Act, establishment of statistical standards under 
Article 28 of the New Act, production of anonymized data under Article 35 of the New Act 
and procedures and other acts necessary for these may be conducted even prior to the 
effective date of this Act (hereinafter referred to as the “effective date”) in accordance with 
the provisions of the New Act. 

 
Implementation Year of the First Population Census 
Article 4  The first population census under the main clause of Article 5, paragraph (2) of the New 

Act shall be implemented in 2010. 
 
Transitional Measures concerning Designated Statistics 
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Article 5  Designated statistics that have already been designated pursuant to the provision of Article 
2 of the Statistics Act prior to revision (hereinafter referred to as the “Old Act”) at the time 
of the enforcement of this Act (limited to designated statistics publicly notified by the 
Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications as of the effective date) shall be deemed 
to be fundamental statistics designated pursuant to the provision of Article 2, paragraph 4, 
item (iii) of the New Act. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Designated Statistical Surveys 
Article 6  Designated statistical surveys that have been approved pursuant to the provision of Article 

7, paragraph (1) of the Old Act prior to the effective date (when any changes have been 
approved pursuant to the provision of paragraph (2) of the same Article, designated 
statistical surveys after the changes) shall be deemed to be fundamental statistical surveys 
approved pursuant to the provision of Article 9, paragraph (1) of the New Act. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Notified Statistical Surveys 
Article 7  (1) Statistical surveys that have been notified pursuant to the provision of Article 8, 

paragraph (1) of the Old Act prior to the effective date (limited to those notified by 
administrative organs) shall not be required to obtain approval from the Minister of 
Internal Affairs and Communications for the period until the day on which one year has 
elapsed from the effective date, notwithstanding the provision of Article 19, paragraph 
(1) of the New Act. 

(2) Among statistical surveys that have been notified pursuant to the provision of Article 8, 
paragraph (1) of the Old Act prior to the effective date, those notified by local public 
entities shall be deemed to be statistical surveys notified pursuant to the provision of 
Article 24, paragraph (1) of the New Act as of the effective date, and those notified by 
incorporated administrative agencies, etc. that fall under statistical surveys to which the 
provision of Article 25 of the New Act shall apply after the effective date shall be 
deemed to be statistical surveys notified pursuant to the provision of the same Article as 
of the effective date. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Utilization of Questionnaires 
Article 8  (1) A person who has already utilized questionnaires pursuant to the provision of Article 

15, paragraph (2) of the Old Act at the time of the enforcement of this Act may utilize 
the questionnaires in accordance with the provisions then in force for the period until 
the day on which six months have elapsed from the effective date, notwithstanding the 
provisions of the New Act. 

(2) With regard to the disposition of applications for approval under Article 15, paragraph 
(2) of the Old Act which were filed prior to the effective date and for which approval or 
disapproval has not yet been determined at the time of the enforcement of this Act, the 
provisions then in force shall remain applicable. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Questionnaires and Statistical Reports 
Article 9  (1) Information recorded in questionnaires which were collected to produce designated 

statistics pursuant to the provisions of the Old Act shall be deemed to be questionnaire 
information pertaining to fundamental statistical surveys pursuant to the provisions of 
the New Act. 

(2) Information recorded in questionnaires which were collected through notified statistical 
surveys (limited to those conducted by administrative organs) pursuant to the provisions 
of the Old Act shall be deemed to be questionnaire information pertaining to general 
statistical surveys pursuant to the provisions of the New Act, information recorded in 
questionnaires which were collected through notified statistical surveys (limited to 
those conducted by local public entities) pursuant to the provisions of the Old Act shall 
be deemed to be questionnaire information pertaining to statistical surveys conducted 
by local public entities pursuant to the provisions of the New Act, and information 
recorded in questionnaires which were collected through notified statistical surveys 

147



 

(limited to those conducted by incorporated administrative agencies, etc. that fall under 
statistical surveys to which the provision of Article 25 of the New Act shall apply after 
the effective date) pursuant to the provisions of the Old Act shall be deemed to be 
questionnaire information pertaining to statistical surveys conducted by incorporated 
administrative agencies, etc. under Article 25 pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Act. 

(3) Information recorded in statistical reports which have been obtained by collecting 
statistical reports pursuant to the provision of the Statistical Reports Coordination Act 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Old Statistical Reports Coordination Act”) prior to the 
repeal under Article 2 of the Supplementary Provisions shall be deemed to be 
questionnaire information pertaining to general statistical surveys pursuant to the 
provisions of the New Act; provided, however, that the provisions of Articles 32 to 38, 
Article 40, paragraph (1) and Article 52 of the New Act shall not apply to information 
among statistical reports that is recorded in parts other than those pertaining to matters 
that are entered in written applications under Article 4, paragraph (2) of the Old 
Statistical Reports Coordination Act and that are solely used to produce statistics. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Publication of the Results 
Article 10   With regard to the application of the provision of Article 16 of the Old Act to the results 

of designated statistical surveys that have not been publicized prior to the effective date, 
the provisions then in force shall remain applicable. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Penal Provisions 
Article 11   With regard to the application of penal provisions to the acts committed prior to the 

effective date, the provisions then in force shall remain applicable. 
 
Transitional Measures concerning Collection of Statistical Reports 
Article 12   Collection of statistical reports that have obtained approval under Article 4, paragraph 

(1) of the Old Statistical Reports Coordination Act prior to the effective date shall be 
deemed to be general statistical surveys that have obtained approval under Article 19, 
paragraph (1) of the New Act for the period until the expiration of the term for approval 
specified pursuant to the provision of Article 5, paragraph (2) of the Old Statistical 
Reports Coordination Act. 

 
Transitional Measures concerning Filing of Objections 
Article 13  With regard to procedures for objections filed against the Minister of Internal Affairs and 

Communications pursuant to the provision of Article 11, paragraph (1) of the Old 
Statistical Reports Coordination Act prior to the effective date, the provisions then in 
force shall remain applicable. 

 
Effects of Disposition or Procedures pursuant to the Provisions of the Old Act, etc. 
Article 14  Disposition, procedures, or other acts that have been conducted pursuant to the provisions 

of the Old Act, the Old Statistical Reports Coordination Act, or orders pursuant to the 
Acts prior to the effective date and for which the New Act or orders pursuant to the New 
Act have equivalent provisions shall be deemed to have been conducted pursuant to the 
equivalent provisions of the New Act or orders pursuant to the New Act, except as 
otherwise provided by these Supplementary Provisions. 

 
Relationship with Ordinances of Local Public Entities 
Article 15  (1)  When ordinances of local public entities have the provisions in which the acts to be 

regulated by the New Act shall be punished, the parts pertaining to the acts shall cease 
to be effective upon enforcement of this Act. 

(2) When the provisions of Ordinances of local public entities cease to be effective 
pursuant to the provision of the preceding paragraph, with regard to the punishment 
for violations committed prior to the invalidation, the provisions then in force shall 
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remain applicable even after the invalidation, unless the local public entities provide 
otherwise in their Ordinances. 

 
Delegation to a Cabinet Order 
Article 16  In addition to what is provided for in Article 5 to the preceding Article of the 

Supplementary Provisions, any necessary transitional measures for the enforcement of 
this Act shall be specified by a Cabinet Order. 

 
Review 
Article 17  Approximately five years after this Act comes into effect, the government shall take into 

account the situation of the enforcement of the provision of Article 37 of the New Act, 
review this provision, and take any necessary measures based on the results of the review, 
when it is found to be necessary. 

 
(Articles 18 to 25 of the Supplementary Provisions are omitted.) 
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Appendix 2  Organizational history of the Bureau and the   
Director-General for Policy Planning  

 
 

Date Statistics Bureau / Director-General for Policy Planning 

Dec. 1871 Statistics Division (Seihyo-ka) is established in the Main Office of the pre-   
constitutional Meiji government (Dajokan Seiin).  

Dec. 1879 Population Survey of the Province of Kai (Kainokuni Genzai Ninbetsu Shirabe) 
conducted as the first government population survey employing field enumeration 
in Japan.  

May 1881 After several reorganizations, the Statistics Office (Tokei-in) is established within 
the Dajokan, greatly strengthening the statistical system of the government. This 
Statistics Office is responsible for coordinating all statistical activities of the 
government. 

Dec. 1885 With the establishment of the Cabinet in place of the Dajokan, the Statistics Office 
becomes the Statistics Bureau, an external bureau of the Cabinet.  

May 1920 The Cabinet Statistics Bureau and the Munitions Bureau (Gunju Kyoku) merge, and 
the Census Office (Kokusei-in) is established within the Cabinet, with the statistics 
department becoming the First Division of the Office. 
 
First nationwide population census is conducted as of October 1. 

Feb. 1921 Statistics Staff Training Institute is established in the First Division of the Census 
Office. 

Dec. 1924 The Cabinet Statistics Bureau is reinstated (as an internal bureau) following 
abolition of the Census Office. 

Dec. 1946 
 
 

After World War II, responsibility for the coordination of statistics and statistical 
activities is transferred to the Statistical Commission which is established in the 
Cabinet. 

May 1947 With the establishment of the Prime Minister’s Agency, the Cabinet Statistics Bureau 
becomes the Statistics Bureau of the Prime Minister’s Agency. 

Jun. 1949 With the establishment of the Prime Minister’s Office, the Statistics Bureau of the 
Prime Minister’s Agency becomes the Statistics Bureau of the Prime Minister’s 
Office, and the Statistical Commission becomes an external bureau of the Prime 
Minister’s Office. 

Aug. 1952 With the establishment of the Administrative Management Agency, the Statistical 
Commission becomes the Statistical Standards Department of the Agency. At the 
same time, the Statistics Council is established as an advisory organ to the 
department. 

Aug. 1957 The Statistical Standards Department of the Administrative Management Agency 
becomes the Statistical Standards Bureau of the Agency. 

Jun. 1968 The Statistical Standards Bureau of the Administrative Management Agency becomes 
the Office of the Director for Statistical Standards of the Agency. 
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Date Statistics Bureau / Director-General for Policy Planning 

Jul. 1984 With the establishment of the Management and Coordination Agency, the Statistics 
Bureau of the Management and Coordination Agency is formed by combining 
the General Affairs Division, the Statistical Information Division and the Survey 
Department of the Statistics Bureau with the Office of the Director for Statistical 
Standards of the Administrative Management Agency. At the same time, the 
Tabulation Department of the Statistics Bureau is transformed into the Statistics 
Center. The Statistical Training Institute becomes an organ attached to the 
Statistics Center. 

Jan. 2001 With the reorganization of Japan’s central government, the Management and 
Coordination Agency is reorganized into the newly established Ministry of 
Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC). As a consequence the Statistics 
Bureau and the Statistics Center become part of MIC. The Statistical Training 
Institute is transformed into the Statistical Research and Training Institute by 
integrating the research and publishing functions as well as the library. 

Apr. 2003 The Statistics Center is reorganized into an incorporated administrative agency and 
renamed the National Statistics Center. The Statistical Research and Training 
Institute is reorganized into a training institution of the MIC. 

Aug. 2005 The Statistical Standards Department of the Statistics Bureau is reorganized into the 
Director-General for Policy Planning (Statistical Standards) of the MIC. 

May 2007 The full revision of the Statistics Act. 
Oct. 2007 The Statistical Council is abolished, and the Statistics Commission is established in 

the Cabinet Office. 
Apr. 2009 The full enforcement of the Statistics Act. 
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Organizations Main Activities
　　　/Surveys/Statistics Contacts

Cabinet Office
Economic and Social Research
Institute

 Mailing address: 1-6-1 Nagata-cho,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8914

 Tel: +81-3-5253-2111
Website:
http://www.cao.go.jp/index-e.html

Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications
Statistics Bureau Mailing address: 19-1 Wakamatsu-cho,

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8668
Tel: +81-3-5273-2020
Website:
http://www.stat.go.jp/english/index.htm

Director-General for Policy ・Overall Coordination Website:
Planning (Statistical Standards) ・Input-Output Tables http://www.soumu.go.jp/english/dgpp_ss/inde

x.htm

Statistical Research and Training
Institute

・Statistical research and
  training

Mailing address: 2-11-16 Izumi-cho,
Kokubunji-shi, Tokyo 185-0024
TEL: +81-42-320-5870
Website:
http://www.stat.go.jp/training/english/e-
index.htm

Ministry of Justice

Judicial System Department,
Minister’s Secretariat

・Statistics on Registration Mailing address: 1-1-1 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8977
Tel: +81-3-3580-4111
Website:
http://www.moj.go.jp/ENGLISH/index.html

Ministry of Finance
Policy Research Institute Mailing address: 3-1-1 Kasumigaseki,

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8940
Tel: +81-3-3581-4111
Website:
http://www.mof.go.jp/english/index.htm

Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology
Lifelong Learning Policy Bureau ・School Basic Survey Mailing address: 3-2-2 Kasumigaseki,

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959
Tel: +81-3-5253-4111
Website:
http://www.mext.go.jp/english/index.htm

Appendix 3  Government statistical organizations

・SNA(National Accounts)
・Consumer Confidence
  Survey

・Population Census
・Economic Census

・Financial Statements
  Statistics of Corporations
  by Industry
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Organizations Main Activities
　　　/Surveys/Statistics Contacts

Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare
Statistics and Information
Department, Minister’s Secretariat

・Vital Statistics
・Monthly Labour Survey

Mailing address: 1-2-2 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8916
Tel: +81-3-5253-1111
Website:
http://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/index.html

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries
Statistics Department,
Minister’s Secretariat

・Census of Agriculture
  and Forestry

Mailing address: 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950

 ・Fisheries Census Tel: +81-3-3502-8111
Website:
http://www.maff.go.jp/e/index.html

Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry
Research and Statistics Department,
Economic and Industrial Policy

・Census of Manufactures
・Census of Commerce

Mailing address: 1-3-1 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901

Bureau Tel: +81-3-3501-1511
Website:
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/index.html

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure
Transport and Tourism
Information and Research
Department, Policy Bureau

・Building Starts
・Survey on Motor Vehicle

Mailing address: 2-1-3 Kasumigaseki,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8918

  Transport Tel: +81-3-5253-8111
Website:
http://www.mlit.go.jp/index_e.html
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Title Cycle Remarks

 Statistical compendia

Japan Statistical Yearbook Annual

Nihon no  Tokei  (Statistics of Japan) Annual In Japanese only

Sekai no Tokei
(International Statistical Compendium) Annual In Japanese only

Statistical Handbook of Japan Annual In English only

Social Indicators by Prefecture Annual

Tokei de Miru Ken no Sugata
(Statistical Observations of Prefectures) Annual In Japanese only

Tokei de Miru Shi, Ku, Cho, Son no Sugata
(Statistical Observations of Shi, Ku, Machi, Mura ) Annual In Japanese only

 Statistical coordination and standards

Tokei Kijun Nempo
(Annual Report on Statistical Standards) Annual In Japanese only

Statistical Notes of Japan - In English only

Guide to Official Statistics in Japan - In English only

Shogaikoku ni okeru Tokei no Seido to Unei
(Statistical System and Management in Foreign Countries) - In Japanese only

Nippon Hyojun Sangyo Bunrui
(Japan Standard Industrial Classification) -

Nippon Hyojun Shokugyo Bunrui
(Japan Standard Classification of Occupations) -

Nippon Hyojun Shohin Bunrui
(Japan Standard Commodity Classification) -

Appendix 4       List of major publications
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Title Cycle

 Major censuses and surveys

Report on the Population Census Quinquennial

Report on the Current Population Estimates Annual

Report on Internal Migration in Japan
Derived from the Basic Resident Registration Annual

Report on the Housing and Land Survey Quinquennial

Report on the Labour Force Survey Annual

Report on the Employment Status Survey Quinquennial

Report on the Establishment and Enterprise Census
（1947-2006） Quinquennial

Report on the Survey on Service Industries
（1989-2004） Quinquennial

Report on the Unincorporated Enterprise Survey Quartely,
Annual

Report on the Survey of Research and Development Annual

Report on the Monthly Survey on Service Industries Annual

Report on the Family Income and Expenditure Survey Annual

Report on the National Survey of Family Income and
Expenditure Quinquennial

Report on the Survey of Household Economy Annual

Report on the Retail Price Survey Annual

Report on the National Survey of Prices
（1967-2007） Quinquennial

Report on the Consumer Price Index Annual

Report on the Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities Quinquennial

Cycle Remarks

 Others 

Quinquennial In Japanese only

About
Quinquennial

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/zenbutu/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/jyutaku/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/roudou/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/shugyou/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/jigyou/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/joukyou/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kouri/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/mssi/index.htm

Note: All publications include English translations unless otherwise indicated.

Title

Statistical Maps on Grid-Square Basis Population Census, and Economic
Census

Input-Output Tables

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/cpi/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/shakai/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/idou/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kokusei/index.htm

Website

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/jinsui/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/zensho/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/service/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kojinke/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kagaku/index.htm

http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kakei/index.htm
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A G
uide to the Statistics Bureau, the Director-G

eneral for Policy Planning (Statistical Standards) and the Statistical Research and Training Institute Japan

Statistics Bureau
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications

19-1 Wakamatsu-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8668 Japan
Phone : +81-3-5273-1116
Fax : +81-3-5273-1010 　

                     E-mail : stat_webmaster@soumu.go.jp
Website : http://www.stat.go.jp/english/index.htm
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