
General election for the members of the House of Representatives The general election takes place either by the

expiration of the four-year term or by the dissolution of the House prior to the expiration of the term. The election is

held by the dual system: the small constituency system, where one representative is elected from each constituency, and
the proportional representation system for the eleven broad regions, where the party representatives for each region are
chosen proportionally to the number of votes won by each political party in the region. For a long time since 1925
(except for a short period just after the war), general elections were held by the medium-size constituency system, and
the present dual system was adopted at the 41st general election in 1996. At the time of this election for the members of
the House of Representatives, the people's review has been also conducted for the Supreme Court justices who were
appointed anew or whose term of office passed 10 years after the previous review.

Ordinary election for the members of the House of Councillors The ordinary election is held every three years for
the half of the seats to replace the members whose six-year term was expired and to fill the vacancies. The election is
held by the dual system: the proportional representation system and the constituency system. The proportional
representation system, where the party representatives are chosen proportionally to the number of votes won by each
political party, was adopted the 13th ordinary election in 1983. As for the list of candidates for the proportional
representation system, the "fixed-list system" was used up to the 18th ordinary election in 1998, and the "open-list
system" has been used since the 19th ordinary election in 2001.

Local elections The ordinary election is for electing the whole member of an assembly of prefecture or municipality
(shi (city), machi (town) and mura (village)), and is held not only at the expiration of the term but also at the dissolution
of the assembly, etc. The election of governor of prefecture or head of municipality is held at the expiration of the term,
and also, at such occasions as dismissal by recall, discharge by non-confidence, death, resignation, loss of qualification.
The unified local elections, in which as many local elections of assembly and head of local bodies as possible are

conducted simultaneously, have been held every four years since 1947 with a purpose to stimulate the mood of election
all over the country and to conduct the elections smoothly and efficiently.
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　年齢区分別職員（一般行政職）
　Personnel by age group (general administrative services)
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