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Notes on the Statistical Tables

1. Average price

(1) The main purpose of this survey is to clarify the monthly changes of retail prices of goods and
services for sample cities. For this purpose, the same specifications are surveyed at the same sample
retail stores every month.

However, occasionally, specifications are different among cities, depending on whether the
specifications concerned are commonly found in the market or not. Accordingly, please note that
retail prices of Table 1 do not necessarily indicate precise regional differences.

(2) Monthly average prices are simple arithmetic means of prices collected. The average of
Kindergarten fees and College & university fees in an area where there are more than one school is
calculated as a weighted arithmetic mean in accordance with the number of students of schools. The
average of hotel charge is calculated as a simple arithmetic mean of charges collected in the sample
cities, towns and a village. The national average charge is calculated as a weighted average in
accordance with the number of the total guests in the selected regions in the sample cities, towns and
a village.

(3) In principle, annual average prices for survey items are simple arithmetic means of monthly
average prices of these items (a calendar year).

Annual average of a specification that the description was changed in the middle of the year was
computed by using only the monthly prices after the change of the description, on the other hand, the
prices before the change were not used for computation.

If a basic specification has no circulation in a city, this city can survey another specification that is
similar to the basic specification in the city. Such a specification is called local specification. The
monthly prices of local specification have notes on the left hand side. If the term of local
specification was shorter than the term of basic specification, data for computation of annual average
prices were limited to basic specification. And if the both terms were equal, data for computation
were limited to the prices of later of the year.

And if survey terms of a specification were below specified terms, an annual average of it was not
computed.

(4) Prices in each table are shown by being rounded to sen (1/100 yen), yen or 10 yen, according to
their amounts.

(5) Prices include consumption tax.

2. Explanation of symbols

(1) The mark “...” indicates either that the item is not surveyed in the city, town or village concerned
or that it was not surveyed in the month concerned.
(2) The mark *“ ™ indicates either that the product to be surveyed was not available for any of its

specifications or that the average price was not calculated, because the survey period for the product
was shorter than half the specified duration.

3. Items Specification

(1) Intable 1, if a cell of “specification” of item is empty, the item has no specification.

(2) An alphabet or a number in front of the price shows one of a local specification, substituted for that
behind the name of the municipally when all the prices in the year are those of the local specification
in the Table 1. The difference between the local specification and the basic specification is described
in the footnote.

(3) Table 4 lists items whose prices are common anywhere in Japan or which people in
broad area consume.



